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International  Sunday-School  Lesson  Department. 


Jan.  6.- 
13. 
20. 
27. 
Feb.  3. 
10. 
17. 
24. 

March  3. 
lo. 
17. 
24. 
31. 


FIRST  QUARTER  FOR  1878. 


Subject. 

Rehoboam,  First  King  of  Judah 
Asa  Faithful  to  his  God 
The  Covenant  Renewed 
Jehoshaphat’s  Prosperity 
Jehoshaphat  Reproved 
Jehoshaphat  Helped  of  God 
•Toash  Repairing  the  Temple 
Uzziah’s  Pride  Punished 
Ahaz’s  Persistent  Wickedness 
Hezekiah’s  Good  Reign 
Hezekiah  and  the  Assyrians 
Manasseh  Brought  to  Repentance 
Review  of  the  Lessons  for  the  (Quarter. 


2  Chron.  xii.  1-12. 
2  Chron.  xiv.  1-11. 
2  Chron.  xv.  8-15. 
2  Chron.  xvii.  1-10. 

2  Chron.  xix.  1-9. 
2  Chron.  xx.  14-22. 
2  Chron.  xxtv.  4-13.. 
2  Chron.  xxvi.  16-23. 
2  Chron.  xxiiii.  19-27. 
2  Chron.  xxix.  1-11. 
2  Chron.  xxxii.  9-21. 
2  Chron.  xxxiii.  9-16. 


Golden  Text. 

2  Chron.  xii.  12. 

2  Chron.  xiv.  11. 

2  Chron.  xv.  7. 

2  Chron.  xvii.  9 
2  Chron.  xix.  7. 

2  Chron.  xx.  20. 

2  Chron.  xxiv.  4. 
Prov.  xvi.  18. 

2  Chron.  xxviii.  22. 
2  Chron.  xxxi.  21 
2  Chron.  xxxii.  8, 
Rev.  iii.  19. 


LESSON  IX.— MAR.  3.— AIIAZ’S  PERSISTENT  WICKEDNESS. 


2  Chron.  xxviii.  19-27. 

19  For  the  Lord  brought  Ju'dah  low  because 
of  A'haz  kina' of  Is'ra-el ;  for  he  made  Ju'dah 
naked,  and  transgressed  sore  against  the  Lord. 

20  And  Tii'gath-pil-ne'ser  king  of  As¬ 
sy  i '  -a  came  unto  him,  and  distressed  him,  but 
strengthened  him  not. 

21  For  A'haz  took  away  a  portion  out  of 
the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  out  of  the  house 
of  the  king,  and  of  the  princes,  and  gave  it 
unto  the  king  of  As-syr'i-a:  but  he  helped 
him  not. 

22  And  in  the  time  of  his  distress  did  he 
trespass  yet  more  against  the  Lord  :  this  is 
that  king  A'haz. 

23  For  he  sacrificed  unto  the  gods  of  Da- 
mas'cus,  which  smote  him:  and  lie  said,  Be¬ 
cause  the  gods  of  the  kings  of  Syr'i-a  help 
them,  therefore  will  I  sacrifice  to  them,  that 


Golden  Text. — Verse  22. 

they  may  help  me.  But  they  were  the  ruin  of 
him,  and  of  all  Is'ra-el. 

24  And  A'haz  gathered  together  the' ves¬ 
sels  of  the  house  of  God,  and  cut  in  pieces  the 
vessels  of  the  house  of  God,  and  shut  up  the 
doors  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  he  made 
him  altars  in  every  corner  of  Je-ru'sa-lem. 

25  And  in  every  several  city  of  Ju'dah  he 
made  high  places  to  burn  incense  unto  other 
gods,  and  provoked  to  anger  the  Lord  God  of 
his  fathers. 

2(i  Now  the  rest  of  his  acts  and  of  all  his 
ways,  first  and  last,  behold  they  are  written  in 
the  book  of  the  kings  of  Ju'dah  and  Js'ra-el. 

27  And  A'haz  slept  with  his  fathers,  ami 
they  buried  him  in  the  city,  teen  in  Je-iu'st- 
lem;  hut  they  brought  him  not  into  the  sepul¬ 
chers  of  the  kings  of  Is'ra-el :  and  Hez-e-ki'ah 
liis  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 


GOLDEN  TEXT — And  In  the  time  of  his  aistre  s  did  he  trespass  yet  more  against 
the  Lord.  This  is  that  king  Ahaz.  Verse  22. 

TOPICS — Sin,  Punishment,  Hardness  of  Heart. 


PARAPHRASE  OF  THE  TEXT. 

19.  In  the  reign  of  Aliaz,  the  12tli  king  of  Ahaz,  because  he  brought  ruin  upon 
of  Judah,  the  Lord  brought  the  kingdom  himself,  and  by  his  bad  example  also  upon 
of  Judah  down  low,  on  account  of  the  sins  his  subjects,  and  thus  made  therm  destitute 
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and  ungodly,  having  sinned  against  the 
Lord  by  terrible  transgressions  of  bis  com¬ 
mandments. 

20.  And  Tilgath-pilneser,  who  was  tlien 
king  of  Assyria  came  to  help  him  at  his  re¬ 
quest,  but  his  assistance  did  not  help  him 
materially,  but  rather  distressed  him  still 
more  ;  for  although  he  did  relieve  him 
temporarily  by  destroying  some  of  his  en¬ 
emies,  but  he  gave  no  permanent  strength 
or  security  to  the  kingdom  of  Judah,  on 
the  contrary  exacted  heavy  contributions 
and  reduced  it  to  a  state  of  vassalage 
to  himself. 

21.  For  Ahaz  took  a  portion  of  the  treas¬ 
ures  that  were  in  the  temple,  and  in  his 
own  palace,  and  in  the  house  of  his  princes 
and  gave  them  to  Tilgath-pilneser,  king  of 
Assyria,  in  order  to  secure  his  favor  and 
assistance  ;  but  it  did  not  help  him  really, 
because  the  king  of  Assyria  did  every  tiring 
for  his  own  advantage,  and  in  addition 
summoned  Ahaz  to  Damascus,  and  laid 
heavy  taxes  upon  the  kingdom  of  Judah. 
Is.  vii.  17,  20. 

22.  And  instead  of  being  brought  to  re¬ 
pentance  and  reformation  by  the  distress 
and  misfortune  which  God  had  brought 
upon  him,  he  became  still  more  wicked  and 
committed  more  enormous  sins. 

28.  For  he  olfered  sacrifice  to  the  heathen 
idols  of  Damascus  who,  according  to  his 
foolish  and  irrational  thoughts,  had  de¬ 
feated  him,  saying  the  gods  of  the  kings 
of  Syria  have  helped  them,  therefore  I  will 
offer  sacrifice  to  them  that  they  may  also 


help  me  ;  whereas,  in  truth,  they  were  the 
cause  of  his  ruin  and  that  of  all  Israel. 

24.  And  Ahaz,  gathered  the  sacred  ves¬ 
sels  in  the  house  of  God  and  cut  or  broke 
them  to  pieces  that  he  might  make  use  of 
the  gold  of  which  they  were  composed,  for 
his  own  treasury  was  exhausted  (verse  21), 
and  he  closed  the  doors  of  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  in  order  that  the  priests  might  not  be 
able  to  perform  the  duties  of  their  office  or 
hold  divine  service  ;  and  he  built  idol  altars 
in  every  corner  and  street  of  Jerusalem. 
Hos.  viii.  11  ;  x.  1. 

25.  And  in  every  town  and  city  through¬ 
out  Judah  he  built  high  places  to  burn  in¬ 
cense  to  strange  gods,  and  thus  provoked 
the  anger  of  Jehovah  the  God  of  his  fath¬ 
ers,  who  by  the  prophet  Isaiah  had  de¬ 
clared  himself  so  mercifully  towards  him, 
and  had  assured  him  of  the  protection  of 
the  house  of  David  and  of  the  certain  ad¬ 
vent  of  the  promised  Messiah.  Is.  vii. 

26.  But  the  rest  that  was  done  by  him 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  his  reign, 
before  and  after  his  humiliation,  that  is  re¬ 
corded  in  the  book  of  the  kings  of  Israel 
and  Judah,  a  record  which  is  not  now  ex¬ 
tant  . 

27.  And  Ahaz  died  and  was  buried  in 
the  city  of  Jerusalem,  but  they  did  not  put 
him  in  the  sepulchres  of  the  kings  of  Israel 
(as  the  kings  of  Judah  are  sometimes 
called)  for  a  continual  reminder  of  his 
wickedness,  as  they  also  had  previously  not 
buried  Joram  and  Joash  in  the  royal  sepul¬ 
chres.  And  his  son  Ilezekiah  reigned  in 
his  stead. 


ANALYSIS 

The  wickedness  and  punishment 
of  Ahaz. 

I.  He  is  attacked  by 

1.  The  Edomites  ;  v.  17 

2.  The  Philistines  ;  18,  19 

3.  The  Assyrians  ;  20-21 

II.  He  apostatizes  into  idolatry  ; 

1.  When  helped  into  idolatry  ;  22 

2.  How  he  carried  it  on  ; 


HISTORICAL 
Although  Uzziah  was  still  called  king 
after  he  became  a  leper,  he  could  not  man¬ 
age  the  affairs  of  the  nation,  so  his  young 


THE  LESSON. 

a.  By  offering  to  the  idols  of  Damas¬ 

cus  ;  23 

b.  By  hindering  the  priests  from  per¬ 

forming  their  duties ;  24 

c.  By  building  altars  of  incense  for 

idols ;  24,  25 

III.  The  remainder  of  his  history  ; 

IV.  His  death,  burial  and  successor. — Star. 

CONNECTION. 

son,  Jotham,  had  to  do  so.  Jotham  him¬ 
self  did  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  but 
he  did  not  keep  his  people  from  worship1 
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ping  idols.  He  built  many  strong  towers, 
and  conquered  a  great  king,  whom  he  made 
pay  a  large  sum  of  money  and  much  corn. 
Jotham  became  mighty  because  he  obeyed 
the  Lord.  He  was  followed  by  his  son  Ahaz, 
who  was  a  very  bad  man.  He  burnt  incense 
to  idols,  and  even  made  his  son  passthrough 
the  five  to  please  the  cruel  idol  Moloch. 
The  king  of  Syria  and  the  king  of  Israel 
came  together  with  large  armies  against 
Jerusalem.  The  hearts  of  the  people  were 
shaken  with  fear,  like  trees  shake  in  the 
wind.  The  great  prophet  Isaiah  was  sent 
to  comfort  Ahaz,  but  the  king  did  not  be¬ 
lieve  him,  and  God  let  the  two  kings  kill 
more  men  than  had  ever  before  been  slain 
in  Jud  ih  :  and  they  also  took  back  200,000 
prisoners.  But  the  Lord  afterward  made 
them  set  the  captives  free,  and  even  give 
them  new  clothes,  and  send  the  women 
and  children  home  on  asses. 

Ahaz  kept  on  growing  more  and  more 
wicked,  making  Judah  sin  also.  The  Lord 
sent  more  enemies  against  them  because  of 
then-  sins.  The  king  of  Syria  carried  away 
a  great  many  prisoners  to  his  city  of  Da¬ 
mascus,  and  these  were  not  sent  back.  In¬ 
stead  of  asking  the  Lord  for  help  in  his 


trouble,  Ahaz  sinned  still  more  by  sending 
to  the  great  king  of  Assyria  although  tlife 
Lord  had  told  him  that  this  was  the  nation 
that  would  destroy  Judah.  But  Ahaz  did 
not  believe  God,  and  even  sent  his  word  to 
that  heathen  king  :  “I  am  thy  servant,  and 
thy  son  ;  come  up  and  save  me.”  He  also 
sent  large  presents  of  silver  and  gold, 
which  he  took  from  the  house  of  the  Lord 
and  from  his  own  palace.  So  Tilgath-pilne- 
ser,  the  king  of  Assyria,  came  to  Damascus1, 
and  took  it  and  slew  the  king  of  Syria,  who 
had  troubled  Ahaz  ;  but  he  did  no  real  good1, 
but  made  him  poorer  than  before.  For 
though  Ahaz  saw  that  the  idol-gods  of  the 
Syrians  had  not  helped  them,  he  said,  “  I 
will  sacrifice  to  them  ;  they  may  help  me.” 
Ahaz  went  to  Damascus  to  meet  the  king 
of  Assyria,  and  he  saw  there  an  altar  he 
liked  so  much  that  he  sent  the  pattern  to 
Urijah  the  priest,  and  told  him  to  have  one 
made.  He  had  the  brass  altar  taken  out  of 
the  temple  to  make  room  for  it,  then  he 
offered  sacrifices  on  this  instead  of  on  the 
Lord’s  altar.  He  broke  to  pieces  many 
things  in  the  temple  and  shut  it  up. — Ken¬ 
nedy. 


EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 


19.  Ahaz  was  the  twelfth  king  of  Judah, 
son  of  Jotham.  He  ascended  the  throne  at 
the  age  of  25  and  reigned  16  years — from 
742  to  727  B.  C. 

He  was  a  weak  and  wicked  king,  entirely 
unlike  and  unworthy  of  his  predecessors. 

The  Lord  brought  Judah  low.  God  pun¬ 
ished  the  wickedness  of  the  king  and  the 
people,  by  means  of  their  enemies,  who  in¬ 
vaded  and  desolated  the  land. 

Ahaz  introduced  the  Baal-worship.  never 
brought  into  Judah  before,  except  for  a 
short  time  under  Jehoram  and  Athaliah. 

He  was  the  first  to  desecrate  the  valley  of 
Hinuom,  south  of  Jerusalem,  not  only  by 
burning  incense  to  the  idols,  but  burning 
his  own  children  there,  after  the  abomina¬ 
tion  of  the  old  Canaanites — a  horrid  wor¬ 
ship  which  seems  to  have  been  kept  up 
vigorously  in  Moab  and  Ammon. — Cowles. 

For  such  sins  judgments  from  God  came 
speedily  and  fell  thick  and  fast.  The  Sy¬ 
rians  smote  him  and  carried  great  multi¬ 


tudes  of  captives  to  Damascus -  Pekali, 
king  of  Israel  came  upon  him  and  slew  in 
one  day  120,000.  He  also  took  200,000  cap¬ 
tives,  “women,  sons  and  daughters,”  and 
brought  them  to  Samaria  with  immense 
spoils.  The  Edomites  came  and  smote  Ju¬ 
dah,  and  carried  away  captives.”  The 
Philistines  also  invaded  the  southern  part 
of  Judah,  and  took  several  important  cities. 
Repeatedly  he  sought  help  from  the  king 
of  Assyria,  and  to  buy  his  favor  robbed  the 
temple  of  its  ornaments  and  valuable  uten¬ 
sils  as  well  as  his  own  palace  of  its  treas¬ 
ures,  but  instead  of  relieving  him,  it  only 
made  his  condition  the  more  deplorable, 
for  he  became  a  vassal  of  the  king  of  As¬ 
syria. 

Even  these  calamities  failed  to  turn  the 
heart  of  Ahaz  to  the  true  God-  He  only 
rushed  with  more  infatuation  to  the  idol 
gods  for  help — the  gods  of  Damascus  who 
he  supposed  had  smitten  him,  and  whom  he 
wished  to  propitiate,-  so  that  they  should 
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help  him  instead.  “  Rut  they  were  the 
ruin  of  him  and  Israel.” 

Taken  in  whole,  the  record  of  Ahaz  is 
one  of  unmitigated  crime  and  folly,  and  of 
consequent  ruin.  Not  one  redeeming  fea¬ 
ture  appears  throughout  his  entire  history. 
It  seems  hard  to  account  for  such  depths  of 
depravity,  such  infatuation  of  guilt  and 
folly. — Cowles. 

-  Ahaz,  king  of  Israel.  Ahaz  is  here  called 
king’  of  Israel,  because  originally  all  the 
Jews  were  called  Israelites,  those  who  lived 
in  the  tribe  of  Judah,  as  well  as  those  who 
lived  in  the  northern  division  of  Palestine, 

lie  {Ahaz)  made  Judah  naked.  Literally, 
sshe  had  caused  licentiousness  in  Judah 
i  ■  e.,  he  had  allowed  Judah  to  break  loose 
from  all  restraints  of  true  religion,  and  to 
turn  to  any  idolatry  they  preferred  (verses 
2-4). — Cook. 

The  Lord  himself  was  the  glory  and  de¬ 
fense  of  Judah;  but  Ahaz,  by  seducing  his 
subjects  from  his  worship  and  service,  had 
degraded  them,  stripped  them  of  all  their 
ornaments,  deprived  them  of  all  their  pro¬ 
tection,  and  left  them  defenceless  and  con¬ 
temptible  in  the  hands  of  their  feeblest 
enemies. — Scott. 

Transgressed  sore.  Rather,  dealt  very 
faithlessly. 

The  language  here  contains  a  figure  which 
is  very  common  in  the  scriptures.  Jeho¬ 
vah  is  represented  as  married  to  his  people, 
as  a  husband  to  his  wife  (Isa.  liv.  5  ;  Eph. 
v.  25  ;  Rev.  xix.  7)  ;  and  the  people,  in  for¬ 
saking  the  worship  of  Jehovah  for  that  of 
idols,  are  compared  to  an  unfaithful  wife 
(Ter.  iii.  20  ;  Ezek.  xvi.  32). 

Probably  the  extremely  licentious  prac¬ 
tices  connected  with  idolatrous  worship  had 
something  to  do  with  the  use  of  the  figure. 

20.  Tilgath-pilneser  The  first  king  of 
the  second  or  lower  Assyrian  empire.  He 
was  a  great  warrior:  attacked  Samaria  (2 
Kings  xv.  29)  ;  captured  Damascus  (2 
Kings  xvi.  9)  warred  with  Babylonia,  Ar¬ 
menia,  Media,  and  Mesopotamia.  Tablets 
bearing  his  name  have  been  found  in  the 
ruins  of  Assyria. 

The  name  as  given  in  2  Kings  xvi.  7,  is 
more  nearly  correct,  Tiglatli-pileser.  The 
name  is  variously  spelled  in  Roman  letters, 
— Tuklat-pal-ashir  ( Lenormant ),  Tukulti- 


pal-zara  {Smith),  Tigulti-pal-tsira  [Eawlin- 
son. 

Assyria.  A  great  empire  on  the  Euphra¬ 
tes  river  founded  by  Asshur  (Gen.  x.  11) 
was  450  miles  from  north  to  south,  300  miles 
east  and  west ;  its  capital  was  Nineveh  ;  it 
was  conquered  by  Babylon  606  B.C. — Rice. 

Came  unto  him.  Pekah,  king  of  Israel 
and  Resin,  king  of  Damascus  had  made  war 
on  Ahaz  and  defeated  him,  Ahaz  then  ap¬ 
plied  to  Tilgath-pilneser  for  help.  He  came 
and  helped  Ahaz,  defeating  the  kings  of 
Israel  and  Damascus. 

Distressed  him,  hut  strengthened  him  not. 
Only  a  temporary  advantage  resulted  from 
Tilgiith-pil neper’s  help,  but  the  connection 
formed  with  him  was  a  source  of  new  and 
greater  calamities  to  the  kingdom  of  Judah. 

Large  contributions  were  made  to  the 
king  of  Assyria,  heavy  annual  tributes 
were  imposed  upon  Judah,  and  it  fell  into 
a  state  of  dependence  and  vassalage  to 
Tilgath-pilneser  ;  in  this  way  Judah  was 
weakened  and  distressed. 

Tilgath-pilneser  had  defeated  the  kings 
of  Hamath,  Syria,  and  Israel,  who  had  con¬ 
federated  against  him  ;  ravaged  the  king¬ 
doms  of  Hamath  and  Syria  ;  dethroned  Pe¬ 
kah,  king  of  Israel,  and  placed  Menahem 
If.  on  the  throne  in  his  place  (2  Kings  xv. 
29)  ;  received  the  submission  and  tribute 
of  several  kings,  including  those  of  Tyre, 
Israel,  Hamath,  and  Nineveh.  Eight  years 
later,  in  734,  Pekah  the  deposed  king  of 
Israel,  seeing  that  the  kina'  of  Assyria  was 
occupied  with  wars  in  other  parts  of  his 
dominions,  took  the  opportunity  to  seize 
upon  his  former  throne,  ejecting  Menahem 
II.,  whom  the  king  of  Assyria  had  placed 
upon  it  in  his  stead.  He  then  immediately 
formed  an  alliance  with  Rezin,  king  ot  Sy¬ 
ria,  who  revolted  from  the  king  of  Assyria 
at  the  same  time.  It  was  their  wish  to 
have  the  kingdom  of  Judah  joui  their  con¬ 
federacy  ;  but,  as  the  royal  house  of  David 
was  opposed  to  such  action,  they  concerted 
a  plan  to  dethrone  Ahaz,  and  place  a  crea¬ 
ture  of  their  own,  Azariah,  the  son  of  Ta- 
beal,  upon  his  throne.  As  this  could  only 
be  accomplished  by  force,  the  allied  kings 
marched  their  armies  upon  Jerusalem  (2 
Kings  xvi.  5  ;  Isa.  vii.  1,  5,  6).  Ahaz  was 
defeated  in  battle  by  both  kings  in  succes¬ 
sion  ;  and  immense  numbers  of  captives, 
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and  vast  spoils,  were  carried  away  both  to 
Damascus  and  to  Samaria  (vers.  5-8);  but 
Jerusalem  itself  was  not  taken  2  Kings 
xvi.  5).  In  his  distress  Ahaz  sent  messen¬ 
gers  to  Tilgath-pilneser,  desiring  h'm  to 
come  to  his  assistance.  The  message  was 
accompanied  by  a  present,  to  make  it  more 
effectual.  See  next  verse.  This  policy  of 
invoking  the  help  of  the  king  of  Assyria 
was  strenuously,  but  vainly  opposed  by  the 
prophet  Isaiah,  who  endeavored  to  encour¬ 
age  Ahaz  against  the  allied  kings  (Isa.  vii. 
4  ,  predicted  the  speedy  destruction  of 
their  kingdoms  (Isa.  vii.  8 ;  viii.  4)  fore¬ 
told  that  the  king  of  Assyria  would  bring 
greatmisery  upon  the  kingdom  of  Judah 
(Isa.  vii.  17  ;  viii.  7,  8),  and  declared  that 
help  should  be  sought  from  Jehovah,  rather 
than  from  earthly  kings  (Isa.  viii.  13). — 
Todd. 

21.  Took  away  a  portion.  Rather,  he 
plundered  the  temple  of  its  treasures. 

The  house  of  the  King.  Out  of  his  own 
palace  he  took  some  of  the  treasures. 

The  princes.  That  is  the  chief  officers  of 
the  government,  and  chief  men  in  the  na¬ 
tion.  All  were  compelled  to  contribute. 

Gave  it  unto  the  King  of  Assyria.  This 
was  at  the  time  he  sent  an  embassy  with  its 

cry  for  help  to  Tilgath-pilneser,  for  with 

* 

empty  hands  he  needed  not  approach  him. 
— Lange. 

He  helped  him.  not.  But  rather  made  his 
case  worse,  as  we  have  seen  in  ver<e  20. 
By  these  valuable  gifts  Tilgath-pilneser’ s 
rapacity  was  only  increased  to  make  greater 
de  mantis. 

22.  In  the  time  of  this  distress.  That  is, 
when  Tilgath-pilneser  wTas  oppressing  him. 
There  is  not  the  least  hint  that  Ahaz  in  his 
troubles  sought  the  Lord.— Cowles. 

Trespassed  yet  more.  Instead  of  being 
brought  to  his  senses  and  to  repentance  by 
his  troubles,  he  was  only  led  bv  them  to 
pluuge  into  yet  grosser  idolatries,  as  de¬ 
scribed  in  the  next  verse. 

This  king  Ahaz.  This  expression  implies 
contempt.  Ahaz  well  dererves  to  be  thus 
branded,  as  he  was  the  most  notorious  of¬ 
fender  that  had  ever  sat  on  the  throne  of 
Judah. 

Todd  translates  the  verse  thus  :  “In  the 
time  of  this  distress  trespassed  still  more 
against  the  Lord  this  king  Ahaz.” 


The  predominent  feature  in  his  character 
was  weakness — weakness  of  spirit  and 
weakness  of  iitellect.  Bistory  records 
nothing  about  him  that  is  worthy  of  re¬ 
spect. — Lange. 

That  wretched  man.  who  was  the  scan¬ 
dal  of  the  house  of  David,  and  the  curse 
and  plague  of  his  generation.  Those  are 
wicked  and  vile,  indeed,  that  are  made 
worse  by  their  afflictions,  instead  of  being 
made  better  by  them. — Henry. 

28,  Sacrificed  to  the  gods  of  Damascus. 
The  gods  of  Damascus  were  Rimmon  (2 
Kings  v.  18),  and  “Hadad.”  originally  the 
name  of  the  sun,  and  found  in  the  title  of 
Bec-hadad,  son  of  Hadad  (1  Kings  xx.  1'. 

Damascus.  The  capital  of  the  kingdom 
of  Syria  :  situated  north-east  from  Pales¬ 
tine.  at  the  foot  of  the  eastern  side  of  the 
Anti-Lebanon  range  of  mountains,  on  the 
border  of  the  great  desert;  abundantly 
watered  by  streams  from  the  mountain  side, 
and  embowered  in  trees  ;  one  of  the  oldest 
of  the  cities  of  the  world  that  are  still  in- 
habi'ed  and  prosperous  (Gen.  xv.  2)  ;  noted 
for  its  manufactures,  especially  its  swords, 
“Damascene  blades,”  and  its  silks,  “da¬ 
masks.”  The  name  means  “industry.” 
Its  vitality  and  prosperity  have  been  due  to 
the  fact  that  it  lies  on  the  only  highway  of 
trade  from  the  Mediterranean  to  the  East, 
*the  great  starting-place  for  caravans  cross¬ 
ing  the  great  desert. — Todd. 

Which  smote  him.  That  is,  which  he  be¬ 
lieved,  had  smitten  him. 

The  writer  ishere  merely  giving  the  king’s 
view  of  the  matter ;  his  own  ideas  on  the 
subject  have  already  been  expressed  in 
verse  5. 

The  gods  of  the  kings  of  Syria  help  them. 
Thus  he  reasoned  in  his.  ignorance  and  folly, 
the  gods  of  the  Syriansliave  helped  them  in 
their  wars  upon  me,  I  will  also  sacrifice  to 
these  gods,  that  they  may  help  ms  against 
them. 

This  shows  that  it  was  after  his  defeat 
by  the  Syrian  army,  but  before  the  king  of 
Assyria  arrived  and  destroyed  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Syria,  that  Ahaz  resorted  to  this 
expedient.  It  was  when  he  was  in  the 
greatest  danger  and  distress.. 

They  were  the  ruin  of  him.  Because 
they  displeased  Jehovah,  and  caused  him 
to  withdraw  his  protection  and  help. 
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Nor  is  it  difficult  to  see  that  such  idola¬ 
try  must  have  had  a  natural  tendency  to 
destroy  the  kingdom,  by  dividing  the  peo¬ 
ple,  by  making  them  the  prey  of  supersti¬ 
tious  fears,  and  by  demoralizing  them  with 
its  vices. — Todd, 

The  judgments  which  the  Assyrians  were 
commissioned  by  God  to  inflict  upon  Judah 
are  regarded  by  the  historians  as  pecu¬ 
liarly  the  effect  of  the  idolatry  of  Ahaz. — 
Keil. 

24,  Cut  in  pieces  the  vessels  :  i.  e.,  as  is 
stated  more  precisely  in  2  Kings  xvi.  17,  he 
broke  out  the  sides  of  the  bases,  removed 
the  lavers  from  them,  transfered  the  sea 
from  the  brazen  oxen  to  a  stone  pavement, 
&e.  (See  2  Kings,  xvi,  17.  18.)  The  writer 
ot  Kings  describes  only  a  small  portion  of 
the  work  of  destruction,  which  from  Chron¬ 
icles  appears  to  have  been  general. — Cook, 

Shut  u/p  the  doors.  The  temple  worship 
was  suspended,  the  lamps  put  out,  and  the 
doors  shut,  to  prevent  the  priests  from  en¬ 
tering.  (See  ch.  xxix.  3-7.) 

It  seems  to  have  been  not  only  the  cut¬ 
ting  up  of  the  sacred  vessels  for  the  sake 
of  the  gold,  but  a  wanton  destruction  of 
the  ornaments  of  the  temple,  out  of  hatred 
to  its  worship. 

The  work  of  destruction  is  described 
with  a  little  more  minuteness  in  2  King% 
xvi.  17. 

He  cut  off  the  borders  of  the  bases 
of  the  lavers  1  Kings  vii.  37-46,  and  took 
the  lavers  down  from  then^ ;  he  also  took 
down  the  molton  sea  from  the  oxen  that 
supported  it  (1  Kings  vii.  23-26)  and  set  it 
on  a  stone  pavement ;  he  also  removed  the 
canopied  throne  occupied  by  the  king  dur¬ 
ing  the  Sabbath  service  ;  he  also  removed 
the  great  brazen  altar  of  burnt  offering, 
and  set  it  up  in  another  place,  where  it  was 
a  mere  adjunct  of  a  new  altar  built  after 
the  model  of  one  which  he  had  seen  in  Da¬ 
mascus  (2  Kings  xvi.  10-16)  which  he  prob¬ 
ably  built  at  the  command  of  the  king  of 
Assyria,  and  on  which  he  probably  sacrificed 
to  the  gods  of  Assyria,  inasmuch  as  the 
Assyrian  kings  were  accustomed  to  re¬ 
quire  all  their  subject  nations  to  do  honor 
to  their  gods,  and  which  was  therefore  a 
perpetual  badge  of  the  nation’s  servitude. 
—Todd. 


Shut  up  the  doors.  The  doors  of  the  tem¬ 
ple  proper,  the  doors  of  the  holy  place 
were  shut,  to  keep  the  people  out  and  to 
prevent  the  priests  from  entering,  and  to 
compel  the  worship  of  Jehovah  to  be  en¬ 
tirely  suspended.  This  was  worse  than  the 
worst  of  kings  before  him  had  done. 

The  Jews  still  celebrate  a  yearly  fast  in' 
commemoration  of  this  time  of  affliction. 

A  liars  in,  every  earner  in  Jerusalem.  Ahaz 
acted  on  the  thought  that  the  erection  of 
altars  in  every  corner  of  Jerusalem  rendered 
the  service  in  the  temple  superfluous,  and  so 
he  closed  its  doors  and  put  out  its  sacred 
lamps,  and  brought  its  daily  service  to  an 
end  Perry, 

We  must  not  forget  that  Ahaz  did  not 
do  all  at  once,  but  went  from  step  to  step 
in  his  apostacy.  As  it  is  certain  that  he 
did  not  begin  with  the  sacrifice  of  his  son 
in  the.  valley  of  Hirniom,  so  it  is  certain 
also  that  he  did  not  commence  by  closing 
the  doors  of  the  temple  :  on  the  contrary, 
these  were  the  extremes  to  which  he  al¬ 
lowed  himself  to  be  driven  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  heathen  party, — Lange. 

‘  ‘As  the  one  altar  for  sacrifice,  which 
alone  the  law  allowed,  symbolized  in  the 
strongest  way  the  doctrine  of  one  God,  so- 
these  multitudinous  altars  which  met  the  eye 
at  every  turn  spoke  unmistakably  of  the  all- 
embracing  polytheism  affected  by  Ahaz.” 

25.  In  every  several  city .  In  every  sepa¬ 
rate  city,  one  or  more  high  places  in  each 
city. 

High  places.  From  the  earliest  times  it 
seems  to  have  been  customary  to  erect  al¬ 
tars  and  offer  sacrifices  on  lofty  and  con¬ 
spicuous  spots,  because  it  was  fancied  that 
the  bill-tops  were  nearer  heaven,  and  so- 
better  places  for  worship. 

To  burn  incense.  The  burning  of  incense 
was  a  common  religious  practice  among  an¬ 
cient  nations.  The  Egyptians  burnt  in¬ 
cense  to  the  sun,  of  three  several  kinds. 
The  Babylonians  burnt  a  thousand  talents’ 
weight  of  frankincense  once  a  year  to  Bel. 
The  Israelites  are  frequently  reproached 
with  burning  incense  to  false  gods  by  the 
prophets. — Cook. 

26.  The  rest  of  his  acts.  Among  other 
recorded  acts  of  Ahaz  are  his  proud  and 
faithless  refusal  of  a  “sign,”  when  God  by 
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the  month  of  Isaiah  bade  him  ask  for  one 
<Isa.  vii.  10-13). — Cook. 

The  hook  of  the  kings.  Supposed  to  be 
the  original  records  from  which  oar  books 
of  Kings  were  compiled. 

27.  Not  into  the  sepulchres  of  ihe  kings  of 
Jsrael.  F or  a  king  to  he  refused  a  place  in 
the  royal  sepulchre  was  a  great  dishonor  ; 
and  this  wTas  as  far,  generally,  as  the  He¬ 
brews  cared  to  go  in  their  judgment  upon 
their  dead  princes. 

That  which  would  have  been  a  great 
honor  to  a  subject — to  find  a  grave  in  the 
city — w'as  a  sufficient  disgrace  to  a  king  un¬ 
less  his  remains  were  also  deposited  in  the 


sepulchres  of  his  fathers.  To  exclude  him 
from  burial  in  the  city  altogether  would 
have  been  a  frightful  ignominy. 

The  reader  of  the  history  of  the  kings 
will  do  well  to  note  the  difference  as  to  the 
mode  of  their  burial  It  is  always  indica¬ 
ted,  and  that  clearly,  for  the  very  purpose 
of  intimating  the  final  public  judgment  on 
the  character  of  the  deceased  king. — Kitto. 

Justly  was  Ahaz  thought  unworthy  to  be 
laid  in  the  sepulchres  of  his  fathers,  who 
was  so  unlike  them  ;  to  be  buried  with  kings 
who  had  used  the  kingly  power  for  the  de¬ 
struction  of  the  church,  and  not  for  its 
protection  or  edification. — Henry. 


PRACTICAL  R 

The  increase  of  sin  is  followed  by  the  in¬ 
crease  of  the  judgments  of  God.  Rom.  ii. 
5  ;  Isa.  lx.  12. — Starke. 

Ungodly  rulers  ruin  a  government,  and 
bring  the  country  and  the  people  to  destruc* 
tion. — Starke. 

Those  who  apostatize  from  God  fall  into 
one  sin  after  another.  Verse  21. — Starke. 

It  is  not  good  policy  to  call  a  foreign  na¬ 
tion  to  help  us  ;  for  instead  of  becoming 
our  benefactors  they  become  our  oppressors. 
— Starke. 

Verse  19.  Sin  always  brings  a  nation  or 
an  individual  low. 

Verse  20,  21.  If  a  prodigal  forsake  his 
father’s  house,  he  soon  becomes  a  slave  to 
the  worst  of  masters. — Kerry. 

The  friendship  and  help  which  is  bought 
with  silver  and  gold  has  no  duration  and  no 
value. — Cramer. 

He  who  seeks  help  in  trouble  from  sin 


EFLECTIONS. 

and  sinners  will  find  that  they  will  “dis¬ 
tress  him,  and  help  him  not.” 

Verse  22.  Trouble  makes  the  unrepent¬ 
ant  still  worse.  God’s  punishments  harden 
and  not  soften  his  heart. 

The  tree  of  sin  bears  much  fruit,  and  the 
worst  fruit  is  more  and  more  sin. 

Departure  from  God,  to  serve  self  and 
sin,  ruins  men  and  their  families. 

Verse  24.  Those  will  soon  come  to  make 
nothing  of  God,  that  will  not  be  content  to 
make  him  their  all. — Henry. 

Know  ye  not  that  ye  are  the  temple  of 
God,  and  that  the  Spirit  of  God  dwelleth  in 
you  ?  Whosoever  destroyeth  the  temple  of 
God,  him  will  God  destroy.— Pare. 

Verse  26.  All  our  actions  are  recorded  in 
God’s  book. 

Verse  27.  Those  who  will  not  keep  com¬ 
pany  with  the  good  in  life  shall  be  separated 
from  them  in  death. 


QUESTIONS. 


18.  Who  was  Ahaz  and  what  was  his  char¬ 
acter  ? 

What  sins  did  he  commit  ?  vers.  2. 

How  did  he  bring  Judah  low?  v.  5-15. 
What  offer  of  help  did  he  receive  ?  Isa. 
•  vii.  1-16. 

To  whom  did  he  apply  for  help?  v.  16. 
What  is  meant  by  “made  Judah  naked  ?’  ’ 

20.  Who  was  Tilgath-pilneser  ? 

Where  was  Assyria? 

What  did  Ahaz  expect  of  Tilgath-pil¬ 
neser?  v.  16. 

What  did  he  get  from  him  ? 

21.  What  did  he  do  to  gain  help  ? 

What  is  meant  by  “portion?” 


Did  Tilgath-pilneser  attack  the  enemies 
of  Ahaz  ?  2  Kings  xvi.  g  ;  xvii.  5,  6. 

22.  How  did  Tilgath-pilneser  distress  him  ? 
When  does  troupie  make  men  better 

and  when  worse  ?  Ps.  li.  17  :  Isa.  vi. 
9,  10. 

23.  How  did  Ahaz  sin  yet  more  ? 

Who  were  the  gods  of  Damascus  ? 

Did  the  gods  really  smite  Ahaz  ?  Ps. 

cxv.  4-8. 

24.  What  further  sins  did  Ahaz  commit  ? 
What  were  the  vessels  of  the  house  of 

God?  ch.  iv.  19-22. 

Of  what  material  were  they  made  ?  ch, 
iv.  22. 
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Why  did  he  close  the  doors  of  the 
temple  ? 

Describe  these  doors.  1  Kings  vi.  33-35. 
25.  What  did  he  do  in  other  places? 

27.  Where  was  he  buried? 


Why  not  in  the  royal  sepulchres?  ch. 
xxi.  20. 

In  what  respects  was  Alias  worse  than 
any  of  the  kings  that  proceeded  him  ? 


LESSON  N.— MAR.  10.— HEZEKIAH'S  GOOD  REIGN. 
2  Cliron.  xxix.  1-11.  Golden  Text. — 2  Chror.  xxxi.  2. 


1  Ilez-e-kFah  began  to  reign  when  he  was 
five  and  twenty  years  old,  and  lie  reigned  nine 
and  twenty  years  in  Je-ru'sa-lem.  And  his 
mother’s  name  was  A-bPjah,  the  daughter  of 
Zech-a-ri/ah. 

2  And  he  did  that  which  was  right  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord,  according  to  all  that  D.F- 
vid  his  father  had  done. 

3  Lie,  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign,  in  the 
first  month,  opened  the  doors  of  the  house  of 
the  Lord,  and  repaired  them. 

4  And  he  brought  in  the  priests  and  the 
Le'vites,  and  gathered  them  together  in  the 
east  street, 

5  And  said  unto  them,  Hear  me,  ye  Le/- 
vites;  sanctify  now  yourselves,  and  sanctify 
the  house  of  the  Lord  God  of  your  fathers, 
and  carry  iorth  the  filthiness  out  of  the  holy 
place. 

ti  For  our  fathers  have  trespassed,  and  done 
that  which  was  evil  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord 


onr  God,  and  have  forsaken  him,  and  have 
turned  away  their  faces  from  the  habitation  of 
the  Lord,  and  turned  their  hacks. 

7  Also  they  have  shut  up  the  doors  of  the 
porch,  and  put  out  the  lamps,  and  have  not 
burnt  incense  nor  offered  burnt  offerings  in  the 
holy  place  unto  the  God  of  Is'ra-el. 

8  Wherefore  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  was 
upon  Ju'dah  and  Je-riFsa-lem,  and  he  hath 
delivered  them  to  trouble,  to  astonishment, 
and  to  hissing,  as  ye  see  with  your  eyes. 

9  For,  lo,  our  fathers  have  fallen  by  the 
sword,  and  our  sons  and  our  daughters  and 
our  wives  ace  in  captivity  for  this. 

10  Now  it  is  in  mine  heart  to  make  a  co¬ 
venant  with  the  Lord  God  of  Is'ra-el,  that  his 
fierce  wrath  may  turn  away  from  us. 

11  My  sons  be  not  now  negligent;  for  the 
Lord  hath  chosen  you  to  stand  I  efore  him,  to 
serve  him,  and  that  ye  should  minister  unto 
him,  and  burn  incense. 


GOLDEN  TEXT. ---And  in  every  work  that  he  begun  he  did  it  with  all  his  heart, 
and  he  prospered.  2  Cliron.  xxxi.  2. 

TOPICS— -God  honored.  The  temple  repaired.  The  effects  of  sin.  The  covenant. 


PARAPHRASE  OF  THE  TEXT. 


1.  Hezekiah  the  thirteenth  king  of  Ju¬ 
dah  was  twenty-five  years  old  when  he  be¬ 
came  king,  and  reigned  in  Jerusalem  twenty 
years.  His  mother’s  name  was  Abijah,  and 
she  was  the  daughter  of  Zechariah. 

2.  And  he  dicl  that  which  was  right  and 
pleasing  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  not  only 
for  a  short  time  like  Ainaziah,  (eh.  xxv.  2)  ; 
or  LTzziali  (ch.  xxvi.  4),  but  in  all  respects 
like  his  father  David  had  done,  in  whose 
ways  he  constantly  sought  to  walk. 

3.  In  the  very  first  month  of  the  first 
year  of  his  reign  he  opened  the  gates  of  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  which  his  father  had 
closed,  and  he  repaired  them  where  they 
had  been  injured. 

4.  And  he  brought  in  the  priests  and 
Levites  and  assembled  them  in  the  court  of 
the  priests  which  fronted  the  eastern  gate 
of  the  temple. 


5.  And  he  said  to  them,  Hear  me,  ye 
Levites,  sanctify  yourself,  that  is  purify 
your  hearts  as  well  as  your  bodies  and  your 
clothing  according  to  the  ceremonial  law 
(Exod.  xix.  10),  and  sanctify  the  house  of 
the  Lord  God  of  your  fathers,  and  carry  out 
of  it  all  the  filthiness  of  idolatry,  and  es¬ 
pecially  the  altar  of  burnt-offerings  that 
\yas  made  after  the  form  of  the  one  at  Da¬ 
mascus,  take  it  out  of  the  sanctuary. 

6.  F or  our  fathers,  that  is,  my  father, 
king  Ahaz,  and  your  fathers  have  trans¬ 
gressed  against  God,  and  done  very  wick¬ 
edly  in  his  sight ;  for  they  have  forsaken  his 
service,  turning  away  their  face  from  his 
holy  temple  and  turned  their  backs  towards 
it  whilst  they  served  idols.  Jer.  ii.  27. 

7.  And  they  have  closed  the  door  at  the 
porch  of  the  temple  and  have  put  out  the 
lamps  that  were  to  burn  at  night  (chap  iv. 
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7,  20  ;  1  Sam.  iii.  3),  and  have  not  burned 
incense,  nor  offered  burnt-offerings  in  tlio 
holy  place  of  the  God  of  Israel,  and  conse¬ 
quently  discontinued  the  whole  serviee.  . 

8.  Wherefore  the  anger  of  the  Lord  was 
come  upon  the  kingdom  of  Judah  and  Jeru¬ 
salem  its  capital  and  he  has  brought  trouble 
upon  them  by  the  Edomites,  the  Syrians, 
the  Philistines,  and  the  Assyrians,  who  have 
taken  many  cities  in  Judah,  scattering  and 
driving  away  the  inhabitants,  and  have  de¬ 
vastated  the  country,  and  the  treasury  has 
become  exhausted  by  the  presents  made  to 
the  king  of  Assyria,  so  that  they  have  be¬ 
come  objects  of  contempt  and  scoffing  as  ye 
see  with  your  own  eyes.  1  Kings  ix.  8  ; 
Jer.  x.  8  :  li.  37  ;  Lam.  ii.  15  ;  Ezek.  xxvii. 
36. 

9,  For  on  this  account,  sad  to  relate, 
many  of  our  fathers  fell  by  the  sword  of 
the  Syrians,  Israelites,  Edomites,  Philis¬ 


tines,  and  of  Salmaneser,  who  after  he  had 
taken  Samaria,  came  also  to  Jerusalem  (Is. 
vii.  17  ;  viii.  8 ;  x.  28),  and  our  sons  and 
daughters  and  our  wives  were  led  away  into 
captivity,  chap,  xxviii.  5,  8. 

10.  Now  it  is  the  desire  of  my  heart  to 
make  a  covenant  with  the  Lord  God  of  Is¬ 
rael  so  that  his  terrible  anger  may  be  taken 
away  from  us  and  we  be  delivered  from  the 
miserable  condition  in  which  we  are  placed. 

11.  Now,  then  my  sons,  my  dear  child¬ 
ren.  ye  priests  and  Levites  towards  whom  I 
will  act  as  father,  I  exhort  you  most  ear¬ 
nestly,  be  not  negligent,  but  arouse  your¬ 
selves,  be  diligent  and  faithful  in  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  your  official  duties  ;  for  the  Lord 
hath  chosen  you  (Ex.  xxviii.  1  ;  Num.  iii. 
6 ;  viii.  14)  that  ye  should  stand  before 
him,  (Deut.  x.  8)  and  that  ye  should  serve 
him  and  minister  unto  him  by  burning  in¬ 
cense,  offering  sacrifice  and  conducting  the 
public  worship  in  the  temple. 


ANALYSIS  OF  TIIE  LESSON. 


The  Restoration  of  the  Temple  service 

BY  HEZEKIAH. 

I.  The  time  when  he  began  to  reign  ;  v.  1. 
II.  His  commendable  government.  2. 

III.  The  sanctification  of  the  Priests,  Le¬ 
vites  and  the  temple ; 

1.  How  this  was  commanded  : 

a.  The  opening  of  the  doors  of  the 
temple.  3, 


b.  The  purification  which  was  com¬ 
manded  ; 

(1)  To  whom  the  command  was 
given ; 

(2)  How  the  command  was  given  ; 

( a )  Import  of  the  command.  5. 

( b )  Reason  of  the  command.  6-9. 

(c)  Repetition  of  the  command.  10, 
11. — Starke. 


HISTORICAL  CONNECTION. 


Although  Aliaz  was  so  wicked,  his  son 
Hezekiah  was  the  best  king  Judah  ever  had. 
He  did  that  which  was  right  in  the  sight  of 
the  Lord,  and  trusted  in  him,  as  David  had 
done.  Perhaps  he  had  been  taught  to  do 
right  by  his  mother,  Abijah,  who  was  the 
daughter  of  that  good  Zechariah  who  had 
taught  Uzziah.  Before  he  had  reigned  a 
month  he  opened  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
which  Ahaz  had  shut  up,  and  began  to  re¬ 
pair  it ;  but  he  could  not  worship  there,  for 
it  was  full  of  filth,  and  even  idols.  He 
called  the  priests  and  Levites  together  in  a 
street  near  by,  and  told  them  how  sad  it 
was  to  have  the  temple  in  that  condition, 
and  that  God  had  brought  trouble  on  Judah 


because  their  fathers  had  forsaken  him, 
Then  lip  asked  the  priests  to  clean  out  all 
the  inside  of  the  temple,  and  the  Levites  to 
carry  the  filth  and  throw  it  in  the  brook. 
Their  new  year’s  day  was  in  the  middle  of 
March,  and  on  that  day  they  began  the  good 
work.  The  altar  that  Ahaz  had  made  was 
taken  away  for  rubbish.  They  even  broke 
the  brass  serpent  which  Moses  had  set  up  in 
the  wilderness,  for  people  now  worshipped 
it,  and  Hezekiah  called  it  Nehushtan,  which 
means  ‘  ‘  only  a  piece  of  brass.  ’  ’  The  priests 
worked  hard  and  finished  in  sixteen  days, 
for  Hezekiah  had  told  them  they  should 
burn  incense  and  serve  at  the  altar  when  it 
was  all  done. — Kennedy. 
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EXPLANAT 

1.  Hezehiah.  (Strength  of  Jehovah). 
He  was  the  son  of  Ahaz  and  13th  king  of 
Judah. 

He  was  the  most  pious  king  of  Judah,  (2 
Kings  xviii.  5)  ;  repaired  the  temple  ;  re¬ 
stored  the  worship  of  God ;  destroyed  the 
brazen  serpent  (2  Kings  xviii.  4)  ;  held  a 
solemn  passover  ;  had  15  years  added  to  his 
life  (Is.  xxxviii.;  2  Kings  xx.);  was  attacked 
by  Sennacherib:  delivered  by  the  Lord,  whose 
angel  destroyed  185,000  Assyrians  in  a 
night. 

Contrasted  characters.  Never  was  there 
a  greater  contrast  than  between  Ahaz,  a 
father,  and  Hezehiah,  a  son.  The  father 
surrendered  himself,  with  seeming  infatua¬ 
tion,  to  the  influence  of  national  idolatry. 
The  son,  at  the  very  beginning  of  his  reign, 
endeavored  to  reverse  the  policy  of  his 
father  by  inaugurating  measures  of  national 
reformation.  Promptly  and  earnestly  he 
set  about  the  recovery  of  his  people  to  the 
supreme  love  und  worship  of  God.  “The 
reign  of  Hezekiah  was  the  culminating 
point  in  the  history  of  the  kings  of  Judah. 
He  was  the  first  of  the  royal  family  since 
David.  Isaiah  was  his  counsellor.  Micali 
uttered  in  his  ears  a  wild  dirge  against  the 
moral  evils  of  the  times.  Hezekiah  was 
stirred,  and  the  people  with  him.” 

Five  and  twenty „  He  ascended  the  throne 
at  the  same  age  at  which  his  father  (chap, 
xxviii.  1),  grandfather  (chap,  xxvii.  1),  and 
great-grandfather  (chap.  xxv.  1)  had  begun 
to  reign. 

Reigned  29  years.  That  is,  from  727  to 
C98  B.  C. 

His  mother’s  name  Abijah ,  which  in  2 
Kings  xviii.  3,  appears  in  an  abridge'd  form 
Abi,  is  here  given  in  full.  Nothing  further 
of  her  is  known. 

The  name  of  the  mother  of  the  reigning 
king  is.  often  mentioned.  The  reason  is 
that  the  “queen  mother,”  as  she  was  called, 
occupied  a  position  of  influence  and  power 
and  honor  in  the  courts  of  the  day  second 
only  to  that  of  the  king  himself. 

Zechariah.  (Jehovah  remembers)  Stan¬ 
ley  says  that  this  Zechariah  may  have  been 
the  favorite  prophet  of  Uzziah  (ch.  xxvi. 
5),  but  others  think  it  more  likely  that  he 
was  the  “faithful  witness”  of  Isaiah  (Isa. 
viii.  2). 


>RY  NOTES. 

2.  Rid  that  which  was  right.  That  is. 
he  was  faithful  to  the  worship  of  Jehovah. 
He  was  recokned  one  of  the  three  perfect 
kings  (2  Kings  xviii.  5),  the  other  two  being 
David  and  Josiali. 

According  to  all  that  David  had  done. 
David  was  always  the  standard  by  which 
the  other  kings  were  measured  (1  Kings 
xi.  6  ;  xv.  8,  11  ;  2  Kings  xviii.  3). 

Father.  That  is  the  ancestor.  These 
titles  were  usually  applied  to  all  their  ances¬ 
tors. 

Some  of  his  predecessors  did  right,  it  is 
said,  but  not  like  David,  it  is  added  ;  but 
“here  was  one  who  had  as  hearty  an  affec¬ 
tion  for  the  ark  and  the  law  of  God  as  ever 
David  had.” 

He  came  like  a  fresh  spring  after  a  sharp 
winter,  and  brought  the  ship  of  Judah  from 
a  troublous  and  tempestuous  sea  to  a  safe 
and  quiet  harbor. — Trapp. 

3.  The  first  year  of  his  reign.  Probably 
in  the  year  726  before  Christ. 

First  month.  The  month  Abib,  after¬ 
wards  called  Nisan.  This  was  the  first 
month  of  the  Jewish  ecclesiastical  year,  cor¬ 
responding  to  our  April,  or  rather  part  of 
March  and  part  of  April. 

Opened  the  doors  of  the  house  of  the  Lord. 
which  had  been  closed  by  his  father  Ahaz 
(ch.  xxviii.  24). 

By  this  act  he  opened  the  whole  temple 
for  the  worship  of  God. 

And  repaired  them.  Literally,  “made 
them  strong.”  From  2  Kings  it  appears 
that  the  repairs  now  made  included  the 
plating  of  the  doors,  wholly  or  in  part  with 
gold. — Cook. 

It  thus  appears  that  the  very  first  act  of 
Hezekiah’ s  reign  was  to  restore  the  worship 
of  Jehovah,  and  to  take  measures  for  the 
abolishment  of  idolatry. — Todd. 

The  temple  proper,  as  distinct  from  its 
courts,  was  a  building  about  ninety  feet 
long  by  some  thirty  wide,  containing  two 
apartments,  the  holy  and  the  most  holy 
places  ;  and  the  only  mode  of  entering  it 
was  by  the  doors  hung  in  the  ornamental 
porch  in  front  of  it  (2  Chron.  iii.  4,  15). 
These  were  the  doors  which  Ahaz  had 
closed  for  the  purpose  of  putting  an  end 
to  the  worship  of  Jehovah  (chap,  xxviii. 
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24).  There  were  two  of  these  doors,  and 
each  door  consisted  of  two  leaves,  folding 
doors.  They  were  made  of  the  wood  of 
the  fir-tree,  and  were  covered  with  carvings 
representing  cherubim,  palm-trees,  and 
flowers,  and  were  overlaid  with  gold.  Be¬ 
tween  the  holy  and  most  holy  places,  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  rich  veil,  or  curtain,  there  was 
a  single  door  of  two  leaves,  similarly  deco¬ 
rated,  but  made  of  olive  wood  instead  of 
fir  (1  Kings  vi.  31-35).  The  repair  of  these 
doors  at  this  time  seems  to  have  consisted 
chiefly  in  the  re-covering  them  with  gold. 
2  Kings  xviii.  10. — Todd. 

4.  Brought  in.  Rather,  called  together  : 
they  had  naturally  become  scattered  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  action  of  Aliaz  ch.  xxviii.  24. 

The  Priests  and  Levites.  The  priests  had 
the  whole  care  of  the  sacrifices  and  religi¬ 
ous  services  of  the  temple. 

All  the  priests  were  Levites,  that  is,  de¬ 
scendants  of  Levi  through  Gershom  and 
Aaron.  The  Levites  were  the  descendants 
of  Levi’s  other  children.  They  assisted 
the  priests,  formed  the  guard  Of  the  taber¬ 
nacle,  and  conveyed  it  from  place  to  place. 

In  David’s  time  they  were  divided  into 
three  classes,  each  subdivided  into  24  cour¬ 
ses.  The  first  class  attended  on  the  priests, 
the  second  formed  the  choir  of  singers,  the 
third  acted  as  porters  and  guards  in  tire 
temple  and  at  the  gates.  They ;  were 
probably  also  instructors  of  the  people. 
They  were  the  learned  class.- — Axons 

Gathered  them.  First  he  summoned  to¬ 
gether  the  priests  and  Levites,  for  these 
men  must  be  his  chief  agents  in  a  revival 
to  be  worked  by  the  instrumentalities  of 
the  Mosaic  institutions. — Cowles. 

The  east  street.  The  word  which  is  here 
rendered  “street,”  however,  means  rather 
broad  place,  that  is,  market-place,  or  open 
space. 

This  east  street  was  probably  not  one  of 
the  courts  of  the  temple,  but  an  open  space 
east  or  south-east  of  the  sacred  enclosure. 
Compare  Ezra  x.  9  ;  Xeh.  viii.  1,  3,  16. 

The  streets  of  Oriental  cities  are,  and 
always  have  been,  very  narrow  and  usually 
crooked  passages,  unpaved,  without  side¬ 
walks,  having  blank  walls  without  windows 
on  each  side,  and  unlighted  at  night. — Todd. 

5.  Sanctify  yourselves.  To  sanctify  is  to 


make  holy  ;  for  the  only  way  in.  which  we 
can  become  holy  is  to  set  ourselves  apart  to 
God. 

It  was  indispensable  to  all  acceptable 
worship,  that  the  place,  the  implements, 
and  the  ministers  of  worship  should  all 
previously  be  cleansed  and  consecrated,  es¬ 
pecially  after  defilement,  by  various  cere¬ 
monies,  particularly  washings  (Exod.  xxx. 
19,  20 ;  Heb.  x.  22)  and  anointings  (Exod. 
xxx.  22-30).  The  time  commonly  required 
for  such  thorough  purification,  whether  of 
persons  or  things,  was  seven  days  (Exod. 
xxix.  35-37  ;  Lev.  xiv.  9,  &c. ;  see  ver.  17).. 

Filthiness ,  In  this  opprobrious  term 
were  included  idols,  and  every  thing  connec¬ 
ted  with  idolatrous  worship.  Its  use  was 
doubtless  suggested  by  the  filthy  and  licen¬ 
tious  customs  of  idolatry  (compare  Ezra  ix. 
11). 

It  might  consist  in  part  of  mere  dust  or 
dirt,  in  part  of  idolatrous  object's  Introduced 
by  Aliaz  before  lie  finally  shut  up  the  tem¬ 
ple. — Cook. 

So,  too,  must  we  cast  out  all  idols  and  all 
filthiness  from  the  temple  of  our  hearts- 

6.  For  our  fathers  have  trespassed^  Aliaz 
and  the  generation  contemporary  with  him 
were  specially  meant,  for  ■•they  turned  away 
their  faces  from  the  habitation  of  the  Lord,  ” 
and  they  abandoned  the  worship  of  God. 
“They  shut  up  the  doors  of  the  porch,”  so 
that  the  sacred  ritual  was  entirely  discon¬ 
tinued. 

Turned  away  their  faces.  That  is,  they 
have  neglected  and  despised  the  worship  of 
Jehovah. 

The  expression  originated  in  the  practice 
of  turning  the  face  toward  the  temple  in 
prayer  (1  Kings  viii.  35..  Dan.  vi.  10).  It 
was  regarded  as  insulting  to  Jehovah  to 
pray  with  the  face  turned  in  any  other  di¬ 
rection  Ezek.  viii.  16. 

Habitation  of  the  Lord .  The  temple,  so 
called  because  Jehovah  specially  manifested 
himself  there,  not  once  or  twice,  but  con¬ 
tinually  as  one  dwelling  in  his  home. — -J. 
F.  and  B. 

Turned  their  backs.  Left  the  temple  be¬ 
hind  them  as  they  went  to  worship  idols. 
They  despised  the  dwelling-place  of  Jeho¬ 
vah. 

7.  Shut  up  the  doors  of  the  porch  ;  and 
thus  of  the  whole  temple,  for  only  through 
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the  porch  in  front  of  the  temple  was  there 
access  to  the  holy  and  most  holy  place.— 
Lange. 

The  porch  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  kind 
of  vestibule  or  veranda,  open  in  front  and 
at  the  sides,  but  with  curtains  falling  over 
the  openings,  like  the  porch  of  the  royal 
palace  at  Ispahan. 

The  lamps.  These  lamps  were  in  the 
holy  place,  and  gave  the  room  the  only 
light  that  it  had,  for  there  were  no  windows. 
The  most  holy  place  was  not  lighted  at  all. 

In  the  original  tabernacle  there  was  a  sin¬ 
gle  candlestick,  consisting  of  a  central  stem 
with  three  branches  on  either  side,  and  hav¬ 
ing  at  the  end  of  each  of  these  supports  a 
lamp,  that  is,  a  bowl  of  olive-oil  with  a  wick 
hanging  over  its  side.  The  whole  candle¬ 
stick,  with  its  branches  and  lamps,  was 
made  of  gold,  and  was  highly  wrought  (Exod, 
xxv.  31-39).  In  Solomon’s  temple  there 
were  ten  such  candlesticks,  five  on  each 
side  of  the  room  2  Chron.  iv.  7,  20-22  ;  see 
also  Rev.  i.  12. 

Not  burned  incense.  The  burning  of  in¬ 
cense  was  explained  in  lesson  viii.  ver.  16. 

Nothing  forbids  us  to  consider  the  pray¬ 
ers  and  devotions  of  the  saints  as  symboli¬ 
cally  represented  by  the  incense  of  the  gol¬ 
den  altar.  As  the  daily  sacrifice  represen¬ 
ted  the  perpetual  efficacy  of  Christ’s  atone¬ 
ment,  so  the  burning  of  incense  morning 
and  evening  typified  his  continual  interces¬ 
sion  for  us. — Bush. 

Burnt  offerings.  So  called  because  the 
victim  offered  in  sacrifice,  after  being  killed 
and  dressed,  was  consumed  by  fi  re  upon  the 
altar. 

The  offering  of  sacrifices  in  this  way,  and 
under  this  name,  was  a  very  ancient  prac¬ 
tice  (Gen.  xxii.  7).  The  meaning  of  the 
burnt  offering  was  entire  self-consecration, 
with  some  reference  also  to  expiation.  The 
ordinary  burnt  offering  consisted  of  one 
yearling  lamb,  free  from  blemish,  together 
with  a  small  quantity  of  meal  mingled  with 
oil.  This  sacrifice  was  offered  every  morn¬ 
ing  and  every  evening  (Exod.  xxix.  38-42). 
On  the  Sabbath  the  offering  was  doubled 
(Num.  xxviii.  9,  10).  At  the  great  festivals 
the  burnt  offering  was  larger,  consisting 
usually  of  two  young  bullocks,  one  ram, 
and  seven  lambs,  with  a  proportionate 
amount  of  meal  and  oil  (Num.  xxviii.  11, 


19,  27,  &c.).  But  on  great  occasions  im¬ 
mense  herds  and  flocks  were  offered  (2 
Chron.  vii.  5  ;  xv.  11 ;  xxx.  24,  &c.).  These 
burnt  offerings  were  offered  on  the  great 
brazen  altar  of  burnt  offering,  which  stood 
in  front  of  the  porch.  See  Lesson  III.  ver. 
8,  note.  The  fire  on  this  altar  was  never 
allowed  to  go  out  (Lev.  vi.  12,  13).  Ahaz 
had  moved  this  altar  to  one  side,  and 
had  put  in  its  place  a  new  altar  modeled 
after  one  which  he  had  seen  in  Damascus 
(2  Kings  xvi.  10-14).  From  this  time  the 
old  altar  was  not  used  except  for  purposes 
of  augury  ;  that  is,  the  ascertaining  of  the  di¬ 
vine  will  by  inspection  of  the  entrails  of  the 
animals  offered  in  sacrifice  (2  Kings  xvi. 
15).  On  the  new  altar  were  offered  burnt 
offerings  in  abundance  (2  Kings  xvi.  15)  ; 
but  as  they  were  offered  on  an  unholy  altar, 
and  by  unholy  hands,  and  in  idolatrous 
worship,  it  was  quite  proper  for  Hezelciah 
to  say  that  burnt  offerings  were  not  offered 
to  the  God  of  Israel. — Todd. 

God  of  Israel.  A  common  title  of  God 
(2  Chron.  vi.  16).  In  it  the  name  of  Israel 
is  applied  to  the  whole  covenant  people, 
without  regard  to  their  divisions  and  disper¬ 
sions  into  different  countries  see  also  Gal. 
vi.  16. 

For  the  circumstances  in  which  the  name 
of  Israel,  meaning  prince  of  God,  came  to 
be  applied  to  Jacob,  and  hence  to  his  descen¬ 
dants.  see  Gen.  xxxii.  24-28. 

8.  The  wrath  of  the  Lord.  This  pious 
king  had  the  deseernment  to  ascribe  all  the 
national  calamities  that  had  befallen  the 
kingdom  to  the  true  cause  ;  viz.,  apostacy 
from  God. 

The  country  had  been  laid  waste  by  suc¬ 
cessive  wars  of  invasion,  and  its  resources 
drained  ;  many  families  mourned  members 
of  their  household  still  suffering  the  miser¬ 
ies  of  foreign  captivity ;  all  their  former 
prosperity  and  glory  had  fled  ;  and  to  what 
was  this  painful  and  humiliating  state  of 
affairs  to  be  traced,  but  the  manifest  judg¬ 
ment  of  God  upon  the  kingdom  for  its  sins '! 
—  I.  F.  and  B. 

Astonishment.  Their  troubles  were  so 
great  and  so  sudden  as  to  overwhelm  them 
with  amazement.  Even  the  lookers-on  were 
astounded  at  the  sight  of  the  punishment 
God  inflicted  on  them. 

So  will  it  be  with  all  sinners  in  the  day  of 
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their  punishment :  they  will  he  astonished 
at  their  folly  in  going  on  in  sin,  and  at  the 
terrible  fruits  of  sin. 

Hissing.  A  very  ancient  mode  of  expres¬ 
sing  contempt  (1  Kings  ix.  8);  hence  the 
word  “hissing”  is  used  to  denote  an  object 
of  contempt.  Jer.  xviii.  16,  etc. 

All  sin  is  mean  and  shameful,  and  when 
men  see  it  as  it  is  they  will  scorn  themselves, 
and  others  will  scorn  them,  for  their  base¬ 
ness,  folly,  aud  meanness,  in  sinning  against 
their  good  Father  in  heaven. 

As  ye  see  with  your  eyes.  This  refers  to 
the  calamities  whicli'befell  the  people  under 
Ahaz,  the  wars  with  the  Syrians,  Ephraim- 
ites,  Philistines,  and  Edomites,  and  the 
oppression  on  the  part  of  the  Assyrians. — 
Keil. 

So,  too,  any  one  who  will  look  will  see  all 
around  him  the  dreadful  fruits  of  sin. 

9.  Fallen  by  the  sword .  ch.  xxviii.  5,  6. 

Captivity:  chap,  xxviii.  5,  8.  17.  Cap¬ 
tives  taken  in  war  became  the  servants  of 
those  who  took  them. 

10.  Now  it  is  in  mine  heart  to  make  a 
covenant  with  God.  Convinced  of  the  sin 
and  bitter  fruits  of  idolatry.  Hezekiah  in¬ 
tended  to  reverse  the  policy  of  his  father, 
and  to  restore,  in  all  its  ancient  purity  and 
glory,  the  worship  of  the  true  God. 

Covenant.  An  agreement.  As  the  Ten 
Commandments  are  really  the  ten  cove¬ 
nants,  or  agreements  of  God  to  bless  on 
condition  of  obedience.  Hezekiah  agrees 
to  serve  God  with  all  his  heart,  makes  a 
promise,  and  then  God’s  promises  to  the 
obedient  come  into  force. 

Wrath  may  turn  away.  Only  from  the 
obedient  can  wrath  turn  away.  By  God’s 
promise,  and  by  the  nature  of  things,  evil 
must  come  upon  evil-doers  ;  and  there  is  no 
possible  escape  but  by  turning  away  from 
sin. 

11.  My  sons.  To  rulers,  subordinates 
should  be  as  children.  They  would  do  much 
more  and  much  better  as  sons  than  as  mere 
servants. 

The  Lord  hath  chosen  you.  By  birth  and 
appointment.  They  had  been  turned  out 
of  office  by  Ahaz  ;  now  they  return  to  the 
work  for  which  God  had  chosen  them. 

Everybody  works  best  in  the  place  and  at 
the  work  for  which  God  has  chosen  him. 
It  is  to  find  out  what  is  the  business  our 


Father  has  for  us  to  do,  and  then  be  not 
negligent  in  doing  it. 

Stand  before  him.  The  expression  is 
taken  from  the  custom  of  having  a  servant 
stand  before  one,  ready  te  obey  any  com¬ 
mands.  Compare  2  Kings  v.  25  ;  1  Kings 
xvii.  1. 

Serve  him.  In  the  temple  service,  by 
sacrifices,  incense,  and  all  the  work  of  the 
temple. 

The  priests  and  Levites  hastened  to  obey 
the  king’s  injunction.  They  began  the 
work  of  purification  on  the  first  day  of  the 
month.  One  week  was  consumed  in  clean¬ 
sing  the  temple  proper,  and  another  week 
was  spent  on  the  courts. 

All  idolatrous  objects  and  implements,  and 
all  the  accummulations  of  filth  during  the 
idolatrous  worship,  were  carried  out  of  the 
city,  and  cast  into  the  brook  Kidron,  to  be 
washed  away.  On  the  sixteenth  day  the 
Levites  reported  that  the  work  was  done. 
The  king  and  the  people  then  re-established 
the  worship  of  the  temple,  with  all  its  sac¬ 
rificial  and  musical  rites.  The  sacred  festi¬ 
vities  were  participated  in,  however,  chiefly 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  capital,  and  not  to 
any  great  extent  by  the  whole  nation,  be¬ 
cause  the  movement  had  been  a  sudden  one, 
and  there  had  not  been  time  to  give  wide 
notice  of  it.  For  this  reason,  preparations 
were  made  for  a  religious  festival  on  a 
larger  scale  in  the  following  month.  The 
passover,  which  could  not  be  observed  in 
the  first  month  according  to  the  law,  be¬ 
cause  the  temple  was  not  at  that  time  ready, 
was  appointed  for  the  next  month ;  and 
messengers  were  sent  not  only  through  all 
Judah,  but  through  all  the  kingdom  of  Is¬ 
rael  too,  inviting  the  people  to  keep  the 
feast  at  Jerusalem.  In  the  kingdom  of  Ju¬ 
dah  the  summons  was  generally  obeyed ; 
but  in  the  kingdom  of  Israel,  which  had 
now  been  given  up  to  idolatry  for  a  long 
time,  and  which  was  half  destroyed  and 
near  its.  end,  the  invitation  was  generally 
contemptously  received.  A  great  multi¬ 
tude.  however,  including  some  even  of  the 
kingdom  of  Israel,  and  many  from  the 
Jews  dispersed  in  other  countries,  assem¬ 
bled  at  Jerusalem,  and  kept  the  feast  with 
great  solemnity  and  joy.  It  was  the  most 
important  religious  gathering  that  had  oc¬ 
curred  since  the  time  of  Solomon. — Todd. 


78 


The  Teachers’’  Journal. 


PRACTICAL  REFLECTIONS. 


It  is  a  sad  thing  when  pious  parents  have 
ungodly  children,  hut  when  ungodly  parents 
have  pious  children,  we  must  recognize  the 
great  mercy  of  God. — Starke. 

(verse  1.)  A  young  man  may  become 
good,  even  though  his  father  be  bad.  Grace 
can  overcome  all  the  disadvantages  and  dif¬ 
ficulties  of  such  parentage. 

Hezekiali’s  mother  is  mentioned,  because 
a  good  mother  is  the  greatest  power  toward 
making  a  good  son.  Nothing  else  is  known 
of  her  ;  but  this  is  enough,  to  be  the  mother 
and  have  the  training  of  so  great  and  good 
a  son. 

In  the  worst  of  times  God  raises  up  good 
men  to  work  a  reformation. 

(Verse  2.)  All  true  goodness  is  sirch  that 
is  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord, 


The  good  example  of  David  lives  ages  af¬ 
ter  his  death.  Goodness  is  never  buried  in 
our  graves. 

Open  doors.  The  first  thing  is,  open  the 
doors  of  the  temple  of  your  hearts,  and  let 
the  waiting  Jesus  come  in. 

Oast  out  the  filthiness.  Every  idol,  every 
sin.  all  uncleanness  must  be  cast  out  of  our 
hearts,  by  repenting  and  forsaking,  before 
we  are  fit  for  the  service  and  the  indwelling 
of  God. 

Verse  7.  Sinners  do  like  that  : 

1.  They  put  out  the  light  of  God’s  word  : 

II.  They  refuse  to  offer  the  incense  of 
prayer ; 

III.  They  withhold  the  offering  of  their 
hearts  and  lives  and  property. — Pe~ 

LOU  BET. 


QUESTIONS. 


1.  Who  was  Hezekiah  ? 

Who  was  his  mother  ? 

What  lessons  can  we  learn  from  his  par¬ 
entage  ?  Ezek.  xviii,  20  ;  Prov, 
xxii.  6. 

2.  What  was  the  general  character  of  his 

reign  ? 

What  do  we  learn  from  this  verse  of  the 
influence  of  goodmen  ?  Rev.  xiv.  13. 

3.  When  did  Hezekiah  begin  the  reforma¬ 

tion  of  his  kingdom  ? 

Who  had  closed  the  doors  of  the  temple? 
What  was  done  to  the  doors  ? 

4.  Whom  did  he  call  to  his  assistance  ? 
What  is  meant  by  “the  east  street”  ? 

5.  What  is  meant  by  “sanctify  yourselves”  ? 
Why  must  they  sanctify  themselves  first  ? 

Rom!  ii.  21. 

What  filthiness  was  carried  from  the 
temple  ? 

What  must  we  take  from  our  hearts  ? 
Ezek.  xiv.  6  ;  xviii.  30-31. 


6.  How  had  their  fathers  transgressed  ? 
What  is  meant  by  ‘Turned  away  their 

faces”  ? 

Why  is  the  temple  called  “the  habitation 
of  the  Lord”  ? 

7.  What  four  things  had  they  done  to  the 

temple  ? 

How  do  sinners  shut  the  doors  of  their 
hearts  ?  Rev.  iii.  20. 

What  lamps  do  they  put  out  ?  John  i„ 

9,  11. 

What  incense  do  they  refuse  to  offer  ? 
Rev,  v.  8. 

W hat  offerings  do  they  not  make  ?  Rom. 
xii.  1. 

8.  9.  What  was  the  effect  of  their  wicked¬ 

ness  ? 

10.  What  is  a  covenant  ? 

What  covenant  does  God  make  with  us  ? 
Heb.  viii.  10. 

What  promises  to  those  who  keep  God's 
covenant?  Isa.  Iv.  3-7. 


LESSON  XL— MAR.  17,— HEZEKIAH  AND  THE  ASSYRIANS. 

2  Chron.  xxxii.  9-21.  Golden  Text, — Verse  8. 

9  After  this  did  Sen-nach 'e-rib  king  of  As-  11  Doth  not  Hez-e-ki'ah  persuade  you  to 

syr'i-a  send  his  servants  to  Je-nFsa-lem,  (but  give  over  yourselves  to  die  by  famine  and  by 
he  himself  laid  siege  against  La'chish,  and  ail  thirst,  saving,  The  Lord  our  God  shall  deliver 
his  power  with  him),  unto  Hez-e-kFali  king  us  out  of  the  hand  of  the  king  of  As-syrT-a  ? 
of  Ju'dah,  and  unto  all  J  u'Ylali  that  were  at  12  Hath  not  the  same  Ilez-e-ki'ah  taken 
Je-ru'sa-lem,  saying,  away  his  high  places  and  his  altars,  and  com- 

10  Thus  saith  Sen-naclFe-rib  king  of  As-  manded  Ju'dah  and  Je-ru'sa-lem,  saying,  Ye 

syr'i-a,  Whereon  do  ye  trust,  that  ye  abide  in  shall  worship  before  one  altar,  and  burn  in- 
the  siege  in  Je-ru'sa-lem ?  cense  upon  it? 
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13  Know  ye  not  what  I  and  inv  fathers 
Jiave  done  unto  all  the  people  of  other  lands? 
were  the  gods  of  the  nations  of  those  lands 
any  ways  able  to  deliver  their  lands  out  of 
mine  hand? 

14  Who  was  there  among  all  the  gods  of 
those  nations  that  my  fathers  utterly  destroyed, 
that  could  deliver  his  people  out  of  mine 
hand,  that  your  God  should  be  able  to  deliver 
you  out  of  mine  hand? 

15  Now  therefore  let  not  Hez-e-kPah  de¬ 
ceive  you,  nor  persuade  3-011  on  this  manner, 
neither  yet  believe  him:  for  no  god  of  any 
nation  or  kingdom  was  able  to  deliver  his  peo¬ 
ple  out  of  mine  hand,  and  out  of  the  hand  of 
iny  fathers;  how  much  less  shall  your  God 
deliver  you  out  of  mine  hand? 

16  And  his  servants  spake  yet  more  against 
the  Lord  God,  and  against  his  servant  Hez-e- 
ki'ah. 

17  lie  wrote  also  letters  to  rail  on'the  Lord 
God  of  Is'ra-el,  and  to  speak  against  him,  say¬ 
ing,  As  the  gods  of  the  nations  of  other  lands 

GOLDEN  TEXT — With  him  is  an  arm  c 
help  us,  and  to  fight  our  battles.  Verse  8. 


have  not  delivered  their  people  out  of  mine 
hand,  so  shall  not  the  God  of  Hez-e-kPah  de¬ 
liver  his  people  out  of  mine  hand. 

18  Then  they  cried  with  a  loud  voice  in 
the  Jews’  speech  unto  the  people  of  Je-ru'sa- 
lem  that  were  on  the  wall,  to  affright  them, 
and  to  trouble  them,  that  they  might  take  the 
citv. 

19  And  they  spake  against  the  God  of  Je- 
ruGa-lem,  as  against  the  gods  of  the  people  of 
the  earth,  which  were  the  work  of  the  hands 
of  man. 

20  And  for  this  cause  Hez-e-kPah  the 
king,  and  the  prophet  I-sa'iah  the  son  of 
A'moz,  prayed  and  cried  to  heaven. 

21  And  the  Lord  sent  an  angel,  which  cut 
off  all  the  mighty  men  of  valor,  and  the 
leaders  and  captains  in  the  camp  of  the  king 
of  As-svr/i-a.  So  he  returned  with  shame  of 
face  to  his  own  land.  And  when  he  was  come 
into  the  house  of  li  is  god,  they  that  came  forth 
of  his  own  bowels  slew  him  there  with  the 
sword. 

f  flesh;  but  with  us  is  the  Lord  our  God  to 


TOPICS— The  attack.  Impious  threats.  The  deliverance. 


P AKA PHRASE 

9.  After  Hezekiak  had  made  all  the 
necessary  preparations  for  resisting  the  As¬ 
syrians  that  had  invaded  J udali,  Sennacherib, 
the  king  of  Assyria,  sent  his  servants,  some 
of  his  generals  with  a  large  army,  to  Jerusa¬ 
lem.  For  he  himself  was  laying  siege  against 
Lacliish,  a  city  in  the  south-western  part  of 
Judrea  (eh.  xi.  9  ;  Josh.  x.  3)  and  all  his 
army  with  him,  and  directed  them  to  make 
the  following  proclamation  to  Hezekiah 
king  of  Judah  and  all  the  inhabitants  of 
Jerusalem 

10.  Thus  says  Sennacherib,  king  of  As¬ 
syria,  On  what  do  you  put  your  trust,  ye, 
who  from  fear  of  the  Assyrians  have  fled  to 
the  besieged  city  of  Jerusalem  to  dwell  in  it? 

11.  Does  not  Hezekiah  persude  you  that 
Jerusalem  is  strong  enough  to  resist  tlie 
power  of  my  armies,  and  thus  give  you  up 
to  death  by  hunger  and  thirst,  telling  you, 
The  laird  our  God  will  deliver  us  from  the 
hand  of  the  king  of  Assyria. 

12.  Is  not  this  the  same  Hezekiah  who 
hath  taken  away  the  high  places#)!  his  God 
and  his  altars  (ch.  xxxi.  1),  and  said  to  Ju¬ 
dah  and  Jerusalem,  Ye  shall  worship  only 
before  one  altar,  namely  that  one  in  the 
temple,  and  offer  incense  upon  it,  (2  Kings 
xviii.  22.) 


OF  THE  TEXT. 

13.  Know  ye  not  what  I  and  my  fathers, 
namely.  Pull,  Tilgath-pilneser,  and  Salma- 
naser,  have  done  to  other  people  in  other- 
lands  ?  Have  the  Gods  of  those  lands  been 
in  any  way  able  to  deliver  them  out  of  my 
hand  ?  2  Kings  xviii.  34,  35. 

14.  Which  one  of  all  the  gods  of  these 
nations  that  my  fathers  have  utterly  de¬ 
stroyed,  was  able  to  deliver  his  wor¬ 
shipers  out  of  my  hand  ?  And  can  you  now 
think  your  God  is  so  much  more  powerful 
than  the  gods  of  those  nations,  that  He  can 
deliver  you  out  of  my  hand  ? 

15.  No.w,  therefore,  let  Hezekiah  not 
deceive  you  nor  persuade  you  in  this  man¬ 
ner-  to  set  your  trust  in  your  God  ;  do  not 
believe  him  ;  for  if  no  god  of  any  nation  or 
kingdom  was,  able  to  deliver  his  worship¬ 
pers  out  of  my  hand,  and  out  of  the  hand  of 
my  fathers,  how  much  less  will  your  God 
be  able  to  deliver  you  out  of  my  hand  ? 

16.  In  this  same  .wav  did  the  servants  of 
Sennacherib  speak  still  more  against  the 
Lord  God  and  against  his  servant,  king 
Hezekiah. 

17.  And  in  addition  to  this  he  also  wrote 
letters  and  sent  them  to  Hezekiah.  in  which 
he  continued  to  blaspheme  the  Lord  God  of 
Israel,  saying,  just  as  the  gods  in  other 
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lands  have  not  been  able  to  rescue  their 
worshippers  out  of  my  hand,  so  will  also  the 
God  of  Hezekiah  not  be'  able  to  deliver  his 
people  from  my  hand. 

18.  And  they  cried  with  a  loud  voice  in 
the  Jews  speech,  that  is  in  the  Hebrew  lan¬ 
guage,  so  that  the  Jews  might  understand 
it  who  stood  on  the  wall  that  surrounds  the 
city,  to  alarm  them  and  intimidate  them  to 
give  over  the  city  to  the  Assyrians  without 
standing  a  siege. 

19.  And  they  blasphemously  spoke  of  the 
true  and  only  God  of  heaven  and  earth  who 
was  worshipped  in  Jerusalem,  just  as  they 
spake  of  the  idols  of  the  heathen  nations,  as 
though  He  were  no  better  than  they  which 

ANALYSIS  OF 

HeZEKX Air’s  MIRACULOUS  DELIVERANCE 
FROM  THE  KING  OF  ASSYRIA. 

I.  The  invasion  of  the  land  of  Judah  by 
the  king  of  Assyria. 

1 .  The  besieging  of  the  fenced  cities.  1 . 

2.  The  besieging  of  Jerusalem  ; 

a.  How  this  was  foreseen  ; 

1.  The  foreseen  besieging.  2. 

2.  The  measures  for  defence  ; 

a.  The  stopping  of  the  fountains  : 

b.  The  repairing  of  the  walls  ;  5. 

c.  The  preparing  of  weapons  of 

defense. 

d.  The  encouraging  of  the  peo¬ 

ple  ;  6-8. 

b.  The  siege  actually  begun ; 

1.  The  advance  of  the  Assyrian 

army  ; 

2.  The  demand  to  surrender  the 

city  ; 


were  only  dumb  images  the  workmanship 
of  men’s  hands. 

20.  But  king  Hezekiah  and  the  prophet 
Isaiah  the  son  of  Amoz,  used  spiritual 
weapons,  praying  earnestly  to  God  who  is. 
enthroned  in  heaven  the  omniscient,  just 
and  almighty  God. 

21.  And  in  answer  to  their  prayers  the 
Lord  sent  an  angel  from  heaven  who  de¬ 
stroyed  the  mighty  men  of  valor  ip  the 
Assyrian  army,  and  the  leaders  and  captains 
in  the  camp  of  the  king  of  Assyria,  sothathe 
was  compelled  to  return  to  his  own  country 
with  shame  and  consternation.  And  after 
he  had  come  home  and  went  into  the  tem¬ 
ple  of  his  idol  god,  Isis  own  two  sons  fell 
upon  him  with  swords  and  assassinated  him. 


THE  LESSON. 

a.  Address  to  the  king  and  all  the 

inhabitants  ; 

1.  Verbally  ; 

«.  In  the  name  of  king  Senna¬ 
cherib  ; 

1.  The  motives  presented; 

a.  Hezekiah’ s  supposed  en¬ 

couragements.  10-12. 

b,  Sennaehe rtbs power.  18-14. 

2.  The  demand  to  surrender  ; 

b.  An  additional  call  by  his  ser¬ 
vants  ;  16. 

2.  By  letters  ;  17. 

b.  Addr  ess  to  the  men  on  the  wall  ; 
18,  19. 

II.  The  miraculous  deliverance ; 

1.  This  deliverance  sought  in  prayer.;  20. 

2.  How  deliverance  came, 

a.  The  manner  of  the  deliverance  ; 

21.  22. 

b.  The  effects  of  it. 


EXPLANATOR  V  NOTES. 


You  remember  how  Hezekiah’ s  father, 
Aliaz,  had  said  to  the  king  of  Assyria,  “I 
am  thy  servant  and  thy  son.”  It  was  in¬ 
deed  costly  help  that  king  had  given,  for 
much  money  had  to  he  paid  every  year  for 
it.  But  Hezekiah  refused  to  pay  this 
money.  He  soon  heard  that  the  king  of 
Assyria,  whose  name  was  Sennacherib,  was 
coming  to  Jerusalem.  So  Hezekiah  pre¬ 
pared  for  him  by  building  the  walls  stron¬ 
ger  and  higher  and  making  darts,  etc. 


He  also  stopped  a  stream  of  water  outside 
the  city,  and  made  it  flow  under  the  ground 
into  the  city,  so  that,  while  they  would  have 
plenty  of  water,  their  enemies  would  have 
none.  He  told  bis  soldiers  to  be  strong  and 
brave,  for  f  ‘with  tl>em  Is  an  arm  of  flesh, 
but  with  us  is  theLord  our  God  to  help  us.” 
But  by  and  by,  when  Hezekiah  heard  how 
many  cities  of  Judah  Sennacherib  had 
taken,  bis  own  courage  failed  and  his  faith 
became  weak.  He  stopped  trusting  in  God, 
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and  sent  a  message  to  Sennacherib  to  go 
away  and  he  would  pay  the  money,  lleze- 
fciah  sent  the  Assyrian  king  silver  from  his 
palace  and  from  the  temple,  but  to  get  gold 
he  had  to  cut  off  all  the  gold  with  which  he 
had  lately  overlaid  the  pillars  of  the  temple. 
Though  Hezekiah  had  given  so  much 
money  to  the  king  of  Assyria  to  go  away 
from  the  land.  Sennacherib  afterward  re¬ 
turned.  While  he  himself  laid  siege  to 
Lachish,  about  20  miles  from  Jerusalem, 
he  sent  three  of  his  captains  to  Jerusalem. 
They  called  to  Hezekiah  to  come  and  talk 
with  them,  but  he  sent  three  of  his  chief 
men  out  instead.  Rabshakeh,  the  talker  of 
the  Assyrians,  began  to  mock  them  for 
trusting  in  God.  The  three  Jews  begged 
him  not  to  talk  so  loud,  and  not  to  speak  in 
the  Jews’  language,  so  the  soldiers  on  the 
wall  would  not  understand.  But  Rabsha¬ 


keh  spoke  louder  than  ever,  and  told  the 
people  not  to  let  Hezekiah  make  them  trust 
in  the  Lord.  Said  he,  “Have  the  gods  of 
other  countries  delivered  them  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Assyrians  ?  Why  then  should 
your  God  deliver  you1  Sennacherib  sent 
Hezekiah  a  letter,  which  was  much  like 
Rabshakeh' s  speech.  Hezekiah  took  the 
letter  to  the  house  of  God,  and  spread  it  out 
and  asked  help  from  the  Lord.  The  Lord 
sent  Isaiah  with  a  message  that  they  should 
not  come  into  the  city  nor  shoot  an  arrow 
there.  In  the  night  an  angel  came  silently, 
and  killed  185,000  of  the  Assyrians,  and 
those  who  woke  were  too  few  and  too 
frightened  to  fight.  Sennacherib  himself 
went  back  to  his  own  country,  and  was 
afterwards  killed  in  his  idols’  house  by  his 
own  two  sons. — Kennedy. 

*  Head  of  this  dept,  should  be  Historical  Connection. 


EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 


9.  After  this ,  That  is;  after  the  prepara¬ 
tions  for  the  defense  of  Jerusalem,  descri¬ 
bed  in  the  proceeding  verses. 

These  preparations  consisted  chiefly  in  re¬ 
pairing  the  walls,  and  building  new  towers, 
manufacture  of  weapons,  organizing  the 
people  into  an  army,  and  turning  the  waters 
of  the  Gihon  into  a  reservoir  within  the 
city  ;  the  filling  up  all  the  springs  and 
brooks  without  the  walls,  so  that  the  be¬ 
siegers  might  find  no  water. 

Scholars  are  not  agreed  whether  the 
“Hezekiali’s  Pool”  in  Jerusalem  at  the 
present  day  dates  from  Hezekiah’ s  time  or 
not. 

Sennacherib.  More  accurately  Sin-akhe- 
rib,  meaning  Sin  (the  moon-god)  has 
multiplied  his  brothers.  He  was  king  of 
Assyria  from  704  to  681  B.  C.  One  of  the 
greatest  of  the  kings  of  the  second  or  lower 
empire. — Todd. 

Assyria.  The  country  properly  so  called 
was  the  upper  half  of  the  great  valley  drain¬ 
ed  by  the  Euphrates  and  the  Tigris,  having 

the  vast  city  of  Nineveh  on  the  Tigris  for 
.  *  ° 
its  capital. 

But  the  empire  under  its  government  was 
immensely  extended,  including  at 'certain 
times  all  the  vast  territory  from  Media  in 
the  east,  to  the  border  of  Egypt.  This  was 


the  extent  of  the  empire  at  the  present 
time. 

Sev.d  his  servants.  See  2  Kings  xviii.  17. 
Tartan,  or  General  ;  Rabsaris,  the  chief  of 
the  eunuchs  ;  Rab-shakeh,  the  chief  cup¬ 
bearer  :  these  being  the  offices  which  their 
names  imply,  with  a  great  host.  None  of 
these  are  proper  names.  Tartan  was  the 
ordinary  title  of  an  Assyrian  general.  They 
were  to  demand  the  unconditional  surren¬ 
der  of  the  king  and  capital. — Cook. 

Lachish :  meaning,  invincible.  It  was  a 
town  of  great  natural  strength  of  position, 
and  extensive  fortifications  ;  situated  about 
forty  miles  south-west  from  Jerusalem,  on 
the  direct  road  to  Egypt. 

The  main  body  of  the  Assyrians,  together 
with  the  king,  prosecuted  the  siege  of  this 
city,  while  this  detachment  went  to  Jeru¬ 
salem. 

But  among  the  inscriptions  which  have 
been  discovered  at  Nineveh,  there  is  one 
which  Assyriologists  translate  thus  :  “Sen¬ 
nacherib,  the  mighty  king,  king  of  the  coun¬ 
try  of  Assyria,  sitting  on  the-  throne  of 
judgment  before  (or  at  the  entrance  of)  La- 
cliish..  I  give  permission  for  its  slaughter.’  ’ 

All  Judah  that  were  at  Jerusalem.  Un¬ 
doubtedly  the  people  from  a  great  distance 
around  had  taken  refuge  in  Jerusalem  as 
the  safest  place. 
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Saying.  It  appears  from  2  Kings  xviii. 
18,  26,  that  the  Assyrian  officers  were  not 
admitted  within  the  walls,  but  approached 
and  summoned  the  king  to  a  parley  :  that 
the  king  did  not  appear,  not  probably  “be¬ 
cause  he  was  afraid,”  but  from  a  sense  of 
dignity  ;  that  he  sent  instead  three  of  his 
chief  officers  ;  and  that  those,  not  in  private 
conversation  with  the  Assyrians,  but  from 
the  top  of  the  wall,  listened  to  their  mes¬ 
sage.  Rab-shakeh  was  the  spokesman  (2 
Kings  xviii.  19,  28) .  From  a  comparison 
of  the  account  here  given  with  that  in  2 
Kings  xviii.,  it  appears  that  merely  the  sub¬ 
stance  of  the  message  is  given  in  either 
place. — Todd. 

10.  Whereon,  &c.  Literally,  whereon 
are  ye  trusting  and  sitting  in  distress  in  Je¬ 
rusalem?  that  is,  what  are  ye  trusting  in, 
that  ye  sit  shut  up  here  ? 

Judah  was  in  alliance  with  Egypt,  Assyr¬ 
ia’s  arch-enemy,  and  reference  is  here  made 
to  this.  In  2  Kings  xviii.  21,  Egypt  is 
mentioned  by  name. 

It  was  an  alliance  fraught  with  danger  to 
the  Jewish  commonwealth.  The  policy  of 
the  Egyptian  kings  would  have  been  to  use 
the  warlike  little  state  of  Judah  as  an  out¬ 
post  to  sustain  the  first  shock  of  the  enemy 
before  he  entered  Egypt.  Them  strength 
was  to  sit  still  and  sacrifice  their  weaker 
neighbor.  Isaiah  began  the  course  of  pro¬ 
tests  against  this  alliance,  which  was  taken 
up  by  all  the  subsequent  prophets. — Stan¬ 
ley. 

11.  Persuade  you  to  die.  That  is,  will 
not  that  be  the  result  of  his  persuasions? 

Fanzine.  The  speaker  does  not  assert 
that  there  is  already  scarcity  in  the  city  :  he 
merely  prophesies  that  there  will  be. 

Rab-shakeh  spoke  in  Hebrew  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  persuade  them  to  compel  Ilezekiah 
to  surrender. 

12.  Taken  arway  his  high  places.  See 
chap.  xxxi.  1.  Hezekiah  had  done  the 
work  more  thoroughly  than  any  of  his  pre¬ 
decessors  (chap.  xv.  17,  xx.  33). 

His.  That  is  God’s  altar.  As  Rab-sha¬ 
keh  did  not  know  the  requirements  of  the 
Jewish  law,  it  might  seem  to  him  naturally 
enough  that  the  destruction  of  numerous 
shrines  and  altars  where  Jehovah  had  been 
worshipped  was  calculated,  not  to  secure 


the  favor,  but  to  call  forth  the  anger  of  the 
god. 

At  any  rate  it  was  conduct  which  he  knew 
had  been  distasteful  to  many  of  Hezekiali’s 
subjects,  and  an  allusion  to  it  might  serve 
the  cause  of  his  master  by  causing  dissen¬ 
sions  among  his  enemies. — Cook. 

One  altar.  This  was  strictly  according 
to  the  law,  which  had  been  for  a  long  time 
disregarded  (Dent.  xii.  13.  14).  The  altai 
here  referred  to  was  the  great  brazen  altar 
of  burnt  offering  in  the  inner  court  of  the 
temple  before  the  porch. 

This  reason  given  by  an  enemy  was  the 
very  reason,  as  is  often  the  case,  why  God 
was  with  them  to  make  them  strong. 

Burn  incense  upon  it.  The  Assyrian 
does  not  seem  to  have  been  aware  that  in¬ 
cense  was  not  burned  on  the  great  altar. 
As  a  foreigner  he  was  of  course  not  familiar 
with  the  details  of  the  Jewish  worship. 
The  meaning  of  the  speaker  in  this  verse  is, 
“The  god  whose  high  places  and  altars  have 
been  destroyed,  will  not  be  likely  to  help 
those  who  have  done  him  such  dishonor.” 

13.  I  and  my  fathers.  By  this  he  means 
not  only  his  ancestors  by  descent,  but  also 
his  predecessors  on  the  Assyrian  throne. 
These  were  Sennacherib,  Sargon,  Tilgath- 
pilneser  &c. 

Gods  of  other  nations  not  able  to  deliver 
them.  The  Assyrians  thought  that  as  Egypt 
and  other  nations  were  greater  than  Judali, 
so  their  gods  must  be  greater  than  Judah’s 
God  ;  these  other  nations  had  been  con¬ 
quered  by  Assyria,  and  therefore  they 
thought  Judah’s  God  could  not  deliver  it. 

The  insolent  tone  he  assumed  appears 
surprising.  But  this  boasting,  both  as  to 
matter  and  manuer,  his  highly-colored  pic¬ 
ture  of  his  master’s  power  and  resources, 
and  the  impossibility  of  Ilezekiah  making 
any  effective  resistance,  heightened  by  all 
the  arguments  and  figures  which  an  Orien¬ 
tal  imagination  could  suggest,  has  been 
paralleled  in  all,  except  the  blasphemy,  by 
other  messages  of  defiance  sent  on  similar 
occasions  in  the  East. — J.  F.  and  B. 

14.  That  your  God  should  be  able,  to  de¬ 
liver.  This  boast  is  natural.  The  Assyr¬ 
ians  had  had  an  uninterrupted  career  of  suc¬ 
cess,  and  might  well  believe  that  their  gods 
were  more  powerful  than  those  of  the  na¬ 
tions  with  whom  they  had  warred. 
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Nor  was  there  any  thing  in  the  history 
of  the  Jews,  so  far  as  they  knew  it,  to  in¬ 
duce  them  to  separate  this  people  in  their 
minds  from  others.  They  had  utterly  over¬ 
run  and  destroyed  the  kindred  tribes  of 
Galilee,  Gilead,  and  Samaria.  They  had 
for  years  exercised  lordship  over  Judaea  ; 
and,  on  the  recent  occasions  of  a  rebellion, 
they  had  easily  enforced  submission,  and 
the  very  king  who  now  defied  them  had 
purchased  his  safety  by  the  payment  of  a 
heavy  fine.  It  is  not  surprising  that  they 
did  not  understand  that  their  successes 
hitherto  had  been  allowed  by  the  very  God, 
Jehovah,  against  whom  they  wrere  now 
boasting  themselves.  Compare  Isa.  x.  5- 
19. — Cook. 

15.  How  much  less.  This  shows  that  the 
speaker  regarded  the  God  of  the  Israelites 
as  inferior  in  power  to  the  gods  of  other 
nations. 

This  belief  probably  grew  out  of  the 
fact  that  there  were  so-called  gods  in  other 
countries,  as  for  instance,  Chaldea,  Tyre, 
Egypt,  that  were  worshipped  by  greater 
numbers  of  people,  and  in  more  splendid 
forms,  Judah  was  comparatively  a  little 
kingdom . — Todd. 

16.  Against  Hezekiali.  Poor  Ilezekiah 
is  abused  most  vilely,  and  overwhelmed 
with  scorn  and  insult  ;  while  the  material 
advantages  to  be  realized  by  submission  are 
studiously  placed  before  the  eyes  of  the 
people  2  Kings  xviii.  31,  32, 

The  dignity  of  independence,  the  pride 
of  nationality,  were  of  small  account  in 
the  eyes  of  these  Assyrians.  The  language 
used  was  indeed  so  insulting  and  blasphe¬ 
mous  that  Hezekiali  conceived  from  it 
that  the  Lord  himself  would  hear  and 
avenge  his  own  cause  ;  and  encouraged  by 
the  prophets,  he  gathered  confidence  from 
that  which  seemed  calculated  to  intimidate 
him. — Ivitto. 

Yet  more.  From  the  account  in  the  book 
of  Kings  we  learn  that  among  the  other 
things  which  Rab-shakeh  said  in  the  name 
of  his  master  were  these  :  That  it  was  use¬ 
less  to  trust  in  the  king  of  Egypt  for  help, 
for  he  would  prove  a  bruised  reed ;  that 
Hezekiali  could  not  furnish  horses  for  2000 
horsemen,  if  these  were  given  him,  and  con¬ 
sequently  could  not  encounter  one  of  the 


most  insignificant  captains  in  the  Syrian 
service  ;  and  finally,  that  Jehovah  himself 
was  on  his  side,  and  had  commissioned  him 
to  destroy  Jerusalem. — Todd. 

17.  He  wrote  also  letters.  Or  ua  letter,” 
as  in  2  Kings  xix,  14.  The  plural  form  of 
the  word  seems  to  be  used  sometimes  of  a 
single  document. — Cook. 

The  king  took  the  letter,  and,  having 
read  it,  went  at  once  to  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  spread  out  the  letter,  as  it  were,  be¬ 
fore  him,  and  poured  out  his  soul  in  ear¬ 
nest  prayer.  No  sooner  did  he  cast?  him¬ 
self  in  entire  confidence  upon  the  Lord’s 
protection,  than  his  heart  was  cheered  by 
the  promise  of  a  great  deliverance. — Ivitto, 

See  2  Kings  xix.  15-35  ;  Isa.  xxxiii.  4,  5  ; 
x.  14.  33,  34.  Compare  Ezek.  xxxi.  3-6  ; 
xxxiii.  18. 

18.  Then  they  cried  with  a  loud  voice. 
The  allusion  is  to  the  fact  narrated  in  2 
Kings  xviii .  28-35 ,  which  occurred  before  Sen¬ 
nacherib  wrote  his  letter. — C'ook. 

Jews' s  speech.  That  is  in  the  Hebrew 
language. 

It  seems  (2  Kings  xviii.  26)  that  the 
Jewish  officers  feared  that  the  words  of 
Rab-shakeh  might  produce  some  effect  upon 
the  people  on  the  walls,  who  were  listening  ; 
they  therefore  requested  the  Assyrian  mes¬ 
sengers  to  speak  to  them  not  in  Hebrew, 
which  alone  the  people  could  understand, 
but  in  Aramaean,  the  language  of  Syria, 
Babylon  and  Assyria,  a  kindred,  but  differ¬ 
ent  language.  It  throws  some  light  upon 
the  culture  of  that  day,  that  these  officials 
on  both  sides  were  able  to  speak  in  each 
others  languages. — Todd. 

To  affright  them ,  $v.  This  assignment  of 
motive  is  additional  to  the  narrative  in 
Kings,  but  harmonizes  well  with  it,  Rab- 
shakeh  and  his  companions  were  accompan¬ 
ied  by  a  strong  body  of  troops.  If  a  tumult 
had  arisen  among  the  Jews  who  manned 
the  walls,  a  gate  might  perhaps  have  been 
opened,  and  the  Assyrians  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  into  the  town. — Cook. 

It  was  a  day  of  awful  suspense.  In  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  strength  of  Isaiah’s  confi¬ 
dence  and  of  Hezekiah’s  devotion,  would 
have  been  the  ruin  of  the  Jewish  church 
and  faith,  if  they  had  been  disappointed 
of  their  hope.  It  was  a  day  of  suspense 
also  for  the  two  great  armies  which  were 
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drawing  near  to  their  encounter  en  the  con¬ 
fines  of  Palestine.  Like  Anianus  iu  the 
seige  of  Orleans,  Hezekiah  must  have 
looked  southward  and  westward  with  ever 
keener  and  keener  eagerness.  For  already 
there  was  a  rumor  that  Tirhakali  the  king 
of  Egypt  was  on  his  way  to  the  rescue. 
Already  Sennacherib  had  heard  the  rumor  ; 
and  it  was  this  which  precipitated  his  en¬ 
deavor  to  intimidate  Jerusalem  into  sub¬ 
mission. — Stanley. 

19.  Against  God ,  as  against  the  gods  of 
the  people.  These  Assyrians  had  no  con¬ 
ception  of  the  difference.  They  did  not 
know  the  power  of  the  true  God  ;  and  the 
conduct  of  this  people  two  years  before 
gave  them  reason  so  to  think,  for  God  could 
not  bless  a  people  who  did  not  trust  in  him. 

The  world  is  always  imagining  that 
Christianity  has  no  other  power  than  that  of 
the  worldly  religions. 

20.  Hezekiah  prayed.  For  the  prayer  of 
Hezekiah  see  Isa.  xxxvii.  le-20 ;  for  the 
answer  by  the  prophet  see  Isa.  xxxvii.  21-2A 

Hezekiah  took  the  letter,  and  went  with 
it  up  to  the  temple,  and  there  spread  it  be¬ 
fore  the  Lord,  and  prayed. 

Isaiah ,  the  son  of  Amoz.  In  answer  to 
the  prayer  of  Hezekiah,  Isaiah  was  sent  to 
him  with  an  encouraging  message,  assuring 
him  that  the  Assyrian  would  return  to  his 
own  land,  without  shooting  an  arrow,  or 
making  a  movement  of  any  kind  against 
Jerusalem. 

There  is  an  omission  here  of  nmeli  that 
is  given  in  the  account  in  the  Book  of 
Kings.  Unable  to  get  any  reply,  the  As¬ 
syrian  messengers  returned  to  their  king  to 
give  an  aceount  of  their  ill  success.  They 
found  that  he  had  left  Laehish,  probably 
having  captured  it  (see  note  on  ver.  9),  and 
was  besieging  Libnah,  a  neighboring  city 
(2  Kings  xix.  8).  As  scon  as  they  were 
gone,  the  Jewish  officers  betook  themselves 
at  the  command  of  Hezekiah,  to  the  pro¬ 
phet  Isaiah,  and  told  him  the  danger  of  the 
city,  and  besought  him  to  pray  for  its  de¬ 
liverance.  The  prophet  immediately  re¬ 
plied,  under  the  influence  of  inspiration, 
that  there  was  no  occasion  for  fear  ;  that  a 
blast  should  come  upon  the  Assyrian  king, 
and  lie  should  hear  a  rumor,  and  should  re¬ 
turn  to  his  own  laud,  and  should  die  there 


by  the  sword.  Sennacherib  was  not  in  a 
condition  to  return  and  attack  Jerusalem 
at  once  ;  for  he  liad  heard  ‘‘a  rumor”  that 
Sethos,  a  priestly  prince  of  lower  Egypt, 
was  coming  with  an  ill-disciplined  multi¬ 
tude  to  attack  him  ^  and  that  a  more  for¬ 
midable  foe  in  the  person  of  Tirhakali,  king 
of  Ethiopia,  and  a  few  years  lat^r  king  of 
all  Egypt,  was  not  far  behind  him.  It  was 
import  int  to  crush  the  Egyptian  before  the 
Ethiopian  arrived.  He  therefore  conten¬ 
ted  himself  with  sending  a  second  company 
of  messengers  to  Hezekiah,  carrying  a 
threatening  letter.  This  is  what  is  referred 
to  in  the  “letter”  of  ver.  17. 

21.  The  Lord  sent.  It  was  on  the  same 
night  that  Hezekiah  prayed  in  the  temple 
(2  Kings  xix.  35) . 

An  angel.  It  appears  (2  Kings  xix.  35) 
that  from  some  cause  185,000  of  the  Assyr¬ 
ians  perished  in  a  single  night.  This  was 
the  “blast”  which  was  to  come. 

The  word  angel  means  properly  one  sent, 
a  messenger  of  God ,  and  is  applied  to  an 
angel,  and  often  to  a  prophet.  The  word 
may  be  applied  to  any  messenger  sent  from 
God,  whoever  or  whatever  that  may  be. 
Thus  in  Ps.  civ.  4  the  winds  are  said  to  be 
his  angels  or  messengers.  Whatever  were 
the  means  used  in  the  destruction  of  the 
Assyrian  army,  there  is  no  improbability  in 
the  opinion  that  they  were  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  a  celestial  agent  sent  forth  to  accom¬ 
plish  the  purpose. 

The  great  moral  lessons  of  this  event  are 
embalmed  in  song  in  Ps.  xxvi.  (alsoPs.  xlvi. 
perhaps  also  Ps.  xlviiL  and  lxxv.).  This 
manifestation  of  God’s  high  hand  against 
proud  Assyria  was  a  lit  sequel  to  the  glorious 
reformation  in  the  first  year  of  Hezekiah’s 
reign. 

So  he  returned,  to  his  capital  at  Nine- 
vah,  and  soon  after  invaded  Babylon  and 
other  countries.  He  lived  17  years  after 
this. 

Into  the  house  of  his  god.  Called  Nish- 
roch  in  2  Kings  xix.  37,  also  called  Shalman 
the  king  of  fluids,  he  who  presides  over  the 
course  of  human  destinies. 

This  is  the  god  with  an  eagle’s  head  and 
large  wings,  whose  image  is  so  common  on 
the  sculptures  of  the  Assyrian  palaces. 

They  that  came  forth  of  his  own  bowel  -, 
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i.  e.,  his  sons  Adrammelech  and  Sliraezer  Ps.  xlvi-xiviii.  are  supposed  to  have  been 
(2  Kings  xix.  37).  17  years  after  the  date  of  written  in  view  of  this  wonderful  Relive  r- 
this  lesson,  slew  their  father  while  he  was  ance  of  Jerusalem  from  Sennacherib.  Their 
worshipping  in  the  temple,  in  order  to  as-  author  may  have  been  the  prophet  Isaiah, 
cend  his  throne  ;  but  after  a  few  months,  or  even  Hezekiah  himself ;  for  the  king 
Esar-haddon,  another  son,  became  the  sue-  was  a  poet  (Isa.  xxxviii  10-20),  and  en- 
cessor  of  Sennacherib.  couraged  literature  (Prov.  xxv.  1). 


PRACTICAL  I 

When  the  ungodly  get  into  power  they 
become  proud  and  presumptuous,  despising 
others  and  even  blaspheme  God  But  be¬ 
hold  their  end. — Starke. 

The  devil  is  a  real  blasphemer  and  puts 
an  evil  construction  on  that  which  is  meant 
for  good. — Starke. 

In  his  temptations,  satan  mixes  truth 
with  error,  that  he  may  more  easily  bind  and 
deceive  us. — Starke. 

A  pious  heart  feels  the  dishonor  put  upon 
God  more  keenly  than  if  his  own  honor 
were  attached — Starke. 

The  fervent  prayer  cf  a  righteous  man 
availetli  mueh,  James  v.  16-18. 

Wicked  men  love  to  speak  evil  of  God 
and  the  church,  and  bear  false  witness 
against  them,  lest  their  own  evil  deeds  be 
reproved. 


QUES 

9.  Against  whom  was  Hezekiah  making 
preparations  for  defense  ? 

Who  was  Sennacherib '? 

Where  was  Assyria? 

Whom  did  he  send  to  Jerusalem?  2 
Kings  xviii.  17. 

How  large  was  his  army?  2  Kings  xix. 

35. 

Where  was  Sennacherib  at  this  time? 

10.  What  was  his  message  ? 

11.  With  what  dangers  did  he  threaten 

them  ? 

12.  In  what  way  did  he  think  the  king  had 

offended  God  ? 

What  gods  had  he  removed  ?  2  Kings 
xviii.  4. 

13.  Whom  does  Sennacherib  mean  by  his 

fathers  ? 

What  had  the  Assyrian  kings  done  ? 

14.  15.  Why  did  the  Assyrians  think  their 


REFLECTIONS. 

All  the  powers  of  nature  are  the  messen¬ 
gers  of  God  to  do  his  will. 

THE  ASSYRIAN'S  DESTROYED, 

The  Assyrian  came  down  like  tire  wolf  on  the  fold. 
And  his  cohorts  were  gleaming  in  purple  and  gold  ; 
And  thesheen  oftheirspears  was  like  stars  on  thesea. 
When  the  blue  wave  rolls  nightly  on  deep  G-alilec. 

Like  the  leaves  of  the  forest  when  summer  is  green. 
That  hoist  with  their  banners  at  sunset  were  seen  ; 
Like  the  leaves  of  the  forest  when  autumn  hath  blown . 
That  host  on  the  morrow  lay  withered  and  strewn. 

For  the  ang-el  of  Death  spread  his  wings  on  the  blast. 
And  breat  hed  on  the  face  of  the  foe  as  he  passed, 
And  the  eyes  of  the  sleepers  waxed  deadly  and  chill . 
And  their  hearts  but  once  heaved,  and  for  ever  grew 
still.  .  .  . 

And  the  widows  of  Asshur  are  loud  in  their  wail, 

And  the  idols  are  broke  in  the  temple  of  Baal ; 

And  the  might  of  the  Gentile,  unsmote  by  the  sword. 
Hath  melted  like  snow  at  the  glance  of  the  Lord. 

Lord  Byron. 


TIONS. 

gods  more  powerful  than  the  God  of 
Israel ? 

16.  Against  whom  was  still  more  spoken 

by  the  servants  of  Sennacherib  ? 

17.  What  other  means  were  employed  t  > 

frighten  Hezekiah  ? 

18.  What  further  efforts  did  they  use  to 

make  the  Jews  surrender  ? 

In  what  language  did  they  speak  ? 

To  wliat  does  Isaiah  compare  a  proud 
man  ?  Isa.  x.  15 . 

20.  What  did  Hezekiah  do  with  this  letter? 

Where  is  his  prayer  recorded  ? 

Who  was  sent  to  him?  2  Kings,  xix. 
14-19. 

21 .  How  was  his  prayer  answered  ? 

How  many  of  the  Assyrians  were  de¬ 
stroyed  ? 

What  happened  to  Sennacherib  ? 
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LESSON  XII.— MAE.  24.— MANASSEH  BROUGHT  TO  REPENTANCE. 
2  Chron,  xxxiii.  9-16.  Golden  Text. —  Rev.  iii.  19. 


9  So  Ma-nas'sel)  made  Ju'dah  and  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Je-ru'sa-lem  to  err,  and  to  do 
worse  than  the  heathen,  whom  the  Lord  had 
destroyed  before  the  children  of  Is'ra-el. 

10  And  the  Lord  spake  to  Ma-nas'seh,  and 
to  his  people;  but  they  would  not  hearken. 

11  Wherefore  the  Lord  brought  upon  them 
the  captains  of  the  host  of  the  king  of  As-syr ' - 
i-a,  which  took  Ma-nas'seh  among  the  thorns, 
and  bound  him  with  fetters,  and  carried  him  to 
Bal/y-lon. 

12  And  when  he  was  in  affliction,  he  be¬ 
sought.  the  Lord  his  God,  and  humbled  himself 
greatly  before  the  God  of  his  fathers, 

13  And  prayed  unto  him  :  and  he  was  en¬ 
treated  of  him,  and  heard  his  supplication,  and 
brought  him  again  to  Je-ru'sa-lem,  into  his 


kingdom.  Then  Ma-nas'seh  knew  that  the 
Lord  he  was  God. 

14  Now  after  this  lie  built  a  wall  without 
the  city  ot  Da'vid,  on  the  west  side  of  Gi'lion, 
in  the  valley,  even  to  the  entering  in  at  the 
fish  gate,  and  compassed  about  O'pliel,  and 
raised  it  up  a  very  great  height,  and  put  cap¬ 
tains  of  war  in  all  the  fenced  cities  of  Ju'daii. 

15  And  he  took  away  the  strange  gods,  anil 
the  idol  out  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  all 
the  altars  that  he  had  built  in  the  mount  of 
the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  in  Jc-ru'ssi-lenj, 
and  cast  them  out  of  the  city. 

16  And  he  repaired  the  altar  of  the  Lord, 
and  sacrificed  thereon  peace-offerings  and 
thank-offerings,  and  commanded  Ju*dah  to 
serve  the  Lord  God  of  Is'ra-el. 


GOLDEN  TEXT.— As  many  as  I  love,  I  rebuke  and  chasten;  be  zealous  therefore, 
and  repent.  Rev.  iii.  19. 

TOPICS--Sin.  Suffering.  Sorrow, 


PARAPHRASE  OF  THE  TEXT. 


9.  But  Manasseh  by  his  bad  example 
caused  Judali  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jer¬ 
usalem  to  sin,  insomuch  that  they  did  worse 
than  the  heathen  whom  the  Lord  had  driven 
out  before  the  children  of  Israel,  See  2 
Kings  xxi.  9,  on  account  of  their  idolatry, 
sorceries  and  abominable  wickedness. 

10.  And  when  the  Lord  spake  to  Manas¬ 
seh  and  his  people  by  the  mouth  of  his 
prophets,  that  they  should  repent  and  re¬ 
form  or  that  they  must  expect  the  terrible 
judgments  of  God,  they  would  not  hearken 
(Jer.  vi.  16  ;  lxiv.  16),  yea,  they  even 
took  some  of  the  prophets  and  killed  them 
(2  Kings  xxi.  16)  and  continued  in  their 
sins. 

11.  On  account  of  these  sins  the  Lord 
permitted  the  captains  of  the  armies  of  As¬ 
syria  ;  these  took  Manasseh  prisoner,  hav¬ 
ing  caught  him  as  he  had  concealed  him¬ 
self  in  the  thornhushes  (1  Sam.  xiii.  6)  and 
hound  him  with  two  brazen  chains  and 
brought  him  to  Babylon. 

12.  And  when  he  was  in  prison,  and  also 
in  compunction  of  conscience  on  account  of 
his  sins,  he  prayed  to  the  Lord  his  God, 
and  humbled  himself  very  deeply  before  the 
God  of  his  fathers. 

13.  And  when  he  had  thus  prayed,  the 
Lord  heard  his  prayer  and  had  mercy  on 


him,  and  brought  him  back  again  to  Jer¬ 
usalem  into  his  kingdom.  Then  Manasseh 
knew  by  his  own  personal  experience  and 
conviction,  after  his  heart  was  changed  and 
his  mind  enlightened,  .that  the  Lord  is  an 
ommiscient,  almighty,  just,  hut  also  a  mer¬ 
ciful  God.  Deut,  iv.  31, 

14,  After  this  he  built  the  outer  wall  of 
the  city  of  David,  which  his  father  Heze- 
kiah  had  begun  to  build  (ch.  xxxii.  5)  on 
the  west  side  of  Gihon  in  the  valley  where 
a  strong  wall  was  most  needed  that  the 
city  might  be  easily  entered  from  that  di¬ 
rection  beginning  at  the  Fishgate  (Neh.  iii. 
3  ;  Zehli.  i.  10)  and  from  thence  he  exten¬ 
ded  it  to  Ophel,  which  is  a  hill  connected 
with  Mt.  Zion.  (ch.  xxvii,  3  ;  Neh.  iii.  26, 
27);  and  he  raised  the  wall  very  high,  and 
jmt  garrisons  into  ail  the  fenced  cities  of 
Judah,  in  order  to  defend  them  against  all 
attacks  of  his  enemies. 

15,  And  as  an  evidence  of  his  sincere  re¬ 
pentance  he  manifested  also  his  hearty 
obedience  for  he  took  away  the  strange 
gods  and  the  idol  altars  out  of  the  bouse  of 
the  Lord,  and  all  the  altars  which  he  had 
built  on  the  mount  of  the  Lord,  that  is  on 
Mount  Moriah  and  in  Jerusalem  ;  and  he 
cast  them  out  of  the  city  into  the  brook 
Kidron  (ch.  xxix.  16  ;  xxx.  14). 
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16.  And  lie  restored  and  repaired  tlie 
altar  of  the  Lord  and  sacrificed  thereon  by 
the  hands  of  the  priests  peace-offerings  and 
thank-offerings,  in  gratitude  to  God  that 
he  had  forgiven  his  sins,  and  had  brought 
him  back  out  of  captivity  to  and  restored 


ANALYSIS  OF 

The  Reign  oe  Manasseh. 

L  His  ungodly  government ; 

1.  How  he  reigned  wickedly  ; 

a.  The  time  of  his  reign  ;  v.  1. 

b.  The  wicked  exercise  of  his  power  ; 

1.  In  general ;  2. 

2.  In  particular,  when  we  notice, 
(«)  The  introduction  of  Idolatry  ; 

[1]  The  building  of  high  places 
and  idol  altars  ;  3. 

[2]  The  desecration  of  temple  ; 
4,  5. 

[3]  The  service  of  Moloch  and 

practice  of  sorcery  ;  6. 

[4]  The  further  desecration  of 
the  temple  by  a  carved  im¬ 
age  ;  7,  8. 


him  to  his  kingdom .  And  he  also  com¬ 
manded  all  who  had  been  mislead  by  his 
bad  example,  that,  excluding  all  idolatry, 
they  should  serve  only  the  Lord  God  of  Is¬ 
rael. 


THE  LESSON. 

(i)  The  causing  of  Judah  to  sin  ; 
v.  9. 

(e)  The  despising  of  the  com¬ 
mands  of  God  ;  10. 

2.  How  God  brought  him  to  repentance 
and  restoration  ; 

a.  By  bringing  the  Assyrians  upon 

him. 

b.  By  forgiveness  and  restoration  ; 

12,  13. 

II.  His  subsequent  commendable  conduct; 

1.  In  building  the  walls  of  Jerusalem  ; 

14. 

2.  In  abolishing  idolatry  ;  15. 

3.  In  the  restoration  of  the  worship  of 

the  true  God. 


HISTORICAL  CONNECTION. 


You  will  be  surprised  to  hear  how  wicked 
a  son  so  good  a  man  as  Hezekiah  had .  His 
name  was  Manasseh  ;  he  was  only  twelve 
years  old  when  his  father  died,  and  he  be¬ 
came  king.  He  built  up  the  id  ol  altars 
that  Hezekiah  had  destroyed,  and  worship¬ 
ped  Baal.  Be  was  even  worse  than  his 
grandfather,  Aliaz,  for  he  set  up  an  idol 
Tight  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  that  beauti¬ 
ful  temple  of  which  the  Lord  had  said,  “In 
Jerusalem  will  I  put  my  name  and  he 
built  altars  for  the  sun  and  stars  in  the 
very  courts  of  the  temple.  Besides  all  these 
things,  he  made  his  son  pass  through  the 
fire  to  please  the  cruel  god  Moloch,  and 
prayed  to  devils  instead  of  to  God.  No 
wonder  that  God  sent  his  prophet  to  warn 
Manasseh.  They  told  him  that  the  Lord 
would  punish  him  as  Israel  had  been  punish¬ 
ed  ;  that  he  would  treat  Jerusalem  as  a  man 
does  a  dish  when  he  turns  it  upside  down 
and  lets  all  drop  out  of  it,  and  then  wipes  it 
clean.  But  Manasseh,  instead  of  heeding, 
was  angry,  and  shed  the  blood  of  the  inno¬ 
cent  men  God  had  sent.  It  is  even  sup¬ 


posed  that  he  killed  the  great  and  good 
prophet  Isaiah  by  sawing  his  body  in  two. 

Manasseh  not  only  did  wickedly  himself, 
but  he  made  the  people  of  Judah  even 
worse  than  the  heathen  who  had  been 
driven  out  of  the  land.  They  did  not  know 
about  the  true  God  who  is  so  holy  and  hates 
sin.  For  a  long  time  the  Lord  often  spoke 
to  Manasseh  and  his  people  through  Isaiah 
and  other  prophets,  but  they  would  not  lis. 
ten.  He  wTas  made  to  mind  at  last,  as  chil¬ 
dren  are  often  shut  up  to  make  them  think 
over  their  bad  deeds.  The  great  Assyrian 
army  came  back,  Manasseh  was  frightened, 
and  the  enemy’s  captain  found  him  hiding 
among  thorny  bushes  ;  they  put  chains  on 
his  limbs  and  carried  him  oil'  to  Babylon. 
Now  in  his  trouble,  perhaps  shut  up  in 
prison,  he  thought  about  his  sins  ;  he  felt 
how  great  they  were  ;  he  was  sorry  because 
he  had  offended  God.  He  repented  and 
prayed  to  God  to  forgive  him,  and  the  Lord 
not  only  forgave  him,  but  brought  him  back 
to  his  kingdom,  even  all  the  way  to  Jerusa¬ 
lem.  Manasseh  showed  that  he  had  truly 
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repented,  for  he  tried  to  undo  tire  wrong  s  aerifies  on  them  to  tlie  Lord.  But  he 
he  had  done.  He  took  away  the  idol  out  could  not  undo  all  that  he  had  done,  for  the 
of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  tore  out  the  people  would  still  sacrifice  on  the  high 
altars  he  had  built,  and  repaired  the  temple  places,  though  their  offerings  were  to  the 
altars  that  he  had  broken  down,  and  offered  Lord  God,  and  not  to  idols. — Kennedy. 


EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 


f).  Manasseh ,  the  14th  king  of  Judah 
was  the  son  of  Hezekiah,  born  710  B.  C. 
ascended  the  throne  698  B.  C.  and  died 
443,  B.  C.  after  a  reign  of  55  years. 

This  is  the  longest  reign  in  the  kingdom 
of  Judah  and  the  worst. 

Made  Judah  too  err.  He  forsook  his 
father’s  righteous  ways,  followed  idolatry, 
and  introduced  it  into  his  kingdom. 

The  description  of  Manasseli's  idolatries 
includes  every  form  of  false  religion  and 
abominable  vice  that  Israel  had  ever  learned 
from  the  heathen  nations.  He  restored  the 
high  places  and  groves  which  Hezekiah  had 
removed,  established  the  worship  of  Baal, 
and  added  to  the  obscene  rites  of  Ashta- 
roth,  those  uuuterable  abominations  which 
made  princes  and  “rules  of  Sodom  and  peo¬ 
ple  of  Gomorrah.”  The  temple  was  pro¬ 
faned  in  a  manner  that  not  ev-m  Ahaz  had 
attempted.  An  idol  figure  was  set  up  in 
the  sanctuary,  and  altars  for  the  worship  of 
the  heavenly  bodies  in  the  two  courts  of 
the  temple,  while  the  ark  was  displaced 
from  its  abode.  The  king  made  his  son 
pass  through  the  fire  to  Moloch,  to  whom 
he  appears  to  have  reared  a  stately  temple 
in  the  valley  of  Hennom.  He  dealt  with 
wizzards  and  necromancers,  and  in  short, 
seduced  the  people  to  do  more  wickedness 
than  the  nations  whom  the  Lord  had  de¬ 
stroyed  before  them.”  2  Kings  xxi.  9. — 
Smith. 

He  plunged  into  all  the  mysteries  of  sor¬ 
cery,  auguries,  and  necromancy.  The  ac¬ 
cursed  furnace  of  Tophat  was  built  upon 
an  enlarged  scale.  He  himself  undertook 
the  sacrifice  of  bis  own  children.  The  wor¬ 
ship  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  begun  by  Ahaz, 
was  restored  and  eagerly  followed  every¬ 
where. — Stanley. 

Worse  than  heathen.  For  the  abomina¬ 
tions  of  the  heathen  nations  of  Canaan  be¬ 
fore  the  conquest,  see  Deut.  xviii.  9-12  ; 
Lev.  xviii.  21-25.  For  like  abominations  of 


Manasseh,  see  vers.  3,  4,  6,  7  ;  2  Kings  xviii 
5-7. 

Manasseh  did  worse  than  the  heathen,  be¬ 
cause  he  carried  the  vices  of  idolatry  to  a 
greater  extent  practiced  a  greater  number 
of  different  kinds  of  idolatry,  and  sinned 
against  greater  light. 

Heathen.  For  the  names  of  the  principal 
tribes  of  Canaan,  see  Josh.  ix.  1. 

10.  The  Lard  spake  to  Manasseh.  This 
great  apostacy  was  not  consumated  with¬ 
out  warnings  from  the  prophets  who  had 
flourished  under  Hezekiah. 

As  the  king  and  people  had  repeated  the 
sins  of  Ahabr  the  prophets  denounced  the 
doom  of  Samaria  on  Judah  and  Jerusalem 
in  the  most  striking  figurative  language. 
(2  Kings  xxi.  10-15.)  The  king  attempted 
to  silence  them  by  the  fiercest  persecu¬ 
tion  recorded  in  the  annals  of  Israel. 
We  are  only  told  in  the  sacred  history  that 
Manasseh  “filled  Jerusalem  with  innocent 
blood,  which  Jehovah  would  not  pardon  ;'T 
and  that  this  was  the  crowning  sin  which 
doomed  the  nation  to  captivity. 

Fuller  particulars  of  the  persecution  are 
preserved  by  Josephus,  who  tells  us  that 
executions  took  place  every  day. — W illiam 
Smith. 

11.  The  Lord  brought  upon  them.  That 
is,  using  the  ambition  of  the  Assyrian  mon¬ 
arch  as  his  instrument.  The  king  of  As¬ 
syria,  while  persuing  his  own  design,  un¬ 
consciously  carried  out  the  divine  purpose. 
—Todd. 

The  king  of  Assyria.  Esar-haddon  was 
king  of  Assyria  at  this  time.  He  was  the 
son  of  Sennacherib,  who  appointed  him 
ruler  of  the  city  of  Balylon. 

In  the  following  year  Sennacherib  was 
murdered  by  two  of  his  sons  (see  Lesson 
XI.  ver,  21).  On  hearing  this  Esar-haddon 
marched  hastily  with  an  army  from  Babylon 
to  Nineveh,  and  took  possession  of  the 
throne,  his  two  parricide  brothers  having  at 
his  approach  fled  to  Armenia. 
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Took  Manasseh  among  the  thorns.  This 
may  mean,  as  is  commonly  supposed,  that 
he  had  hid  himself  among  a  thicket  of  briers 
and  brambles  ;  and  we  know  that  the  He¬ 
brews  sometimes  took  refuge  from  their 
enemies  in  thickets  (1  Sam.  xiii.  6). — J.  F. 
and  B. 

Some  translate  took  Manasseh  with  hooks, 
or  rings.  The  Assyrian  used  to  lead  his 
captive  by  a  cord  attached  to  a  hook  or 
ring  thrust  through  the  cartilage  of  his 
nose,  precisely  as  a  ferocious  bull  is  lead 
at  the  present  day,  compare  2  Kings  xix.  28  ; 
Amos  iv.  2. 

The  inscriptions  give  representations  of 
captives  so  led.  Hence  the  comparison  of 
captives  to  fish,  Jer.  xvi.  16. 

It  is  therefore  probable  that  Manasseh 
was  actually  led  by  a  hook  in  his  nose  from 
Jerusalem  to  Babylon. 

Bound  him  with  fetters.  The  Hebrew 
word  rendered  “fetters”  denotes  properly 
two  chains  of  brass.  The  humiliating  state 
in  which  Mana.sseh  appeared  before  the 
Assyrian  monarch  may  be  judged  of  by  a 
picture  on  a  tablet  in  the  Ivhorsabad  palace, 
representing  prisoners  led  bound  into  the 
king’s  presence. 

Carried  him  to  Babylon.  To  that  city  he 
carried  Manasseh  captive  on  a  charge  of  re¬ 
bellion  ;  and  it  would  seem  that  Jerusalem 
was  taken  at  the  same  time. 

The  date  of  this  event  is  placed  by  a 
Jewish  tradition  at  the  twenty-second  year 
of  Manasseh  (B.  C.  677),  which  agrees  very 
well  with  the  account  of  the  new  coloniza¬ 
tion  of  the  country  of  Samaria  by  settlers 
whom  Ezar-haddon  (or  Asnapper)  sent 
from  Babylon  and  other  places. — Smith. 

Babylon,  great  capital  of  the  Chaldean 
kingdom,  on  the  Euphrates.  For  600  years 
Babylon  was  alternately  free  from  Assyria 
and  ruled  by  it ;  became  the  residence  of 
the  Assyrian  kings  about  680  B.  C.  ;  de¬ 
stroyed  Nineveh  about  625  B.  C.  ;  was 
overthrown  by  the  Medes  and  Persians 
about  588  B.  O.  Two  Assyrian  inscrip¬ 
tions  refer  to  Manasseh  of  Judah  as  a  vassal 
or  captive — one  made  by  Esar-haddon,  who 
reigned  631-688  B.  C.,  the  other  made  by 
his  successor  Assurbauipal,  about  648  B.  C. 

12.  In  affliction.  Literally  straitened. 
He  was  doubtless  in  prison. 


Manasseh  might  now  say  with  his  grand¬ 
father  David,  “it  is  good  for  me  that  I 
have  been  afflicted.”  His  prison  was  now 
a  more  happy  place  for  him,  than  his 
palace  ;  Babylon  a  better  school  than  Jer¬ 
usalem. — Bp.  Hall. 

God  of  his  fathers.  In  emphatic  distinc¬ 
tion  from  the  “strange  gods”  that  he  had 
been  worshipping. 

13.  Prayed.  True  prayer  is  a  sign  of  re¬ 
pentance  and  return  to  God.  There  is  al¬ 
ways  hope  of  a  man  when  it  can  be  said  of 
him  .as  of  Saul  of  Tarsus,  “Behold,  he 
prayetli.” 

The  apocryphal  book  called  “The  Prayer 
of  Manasseh”  is  commonly  supposed  to 
have  been  composed  by  some  much  later 
writer,  and  to  have  been  originally  written 
in  Greek,  the  idea  having  been  suggested  to 
the  author  by  this  verse  ;  but  the  genuine¬ 
ness  of  the  book  has  been  defended  lately 
by  the  eminent  Hebrew  scholar  Furst. — 
Todd. 

He  was  entreated.  God  was  entreated, 
that  is,  prevailed  on  by  Manasseh’ s  repen¬ 
tance  and  sincere  prayer. 

We  wonder  not  at  Manasseh  sinning  or 
repenting  ;  we  wonder  at  the  goodness  of 
God,  who  thus  graciously  called  him  to  re¬ 
pent,  and  so  received  him  repenting.  Who 
can  despair  of  the  mercy  of  God  that  sees 
the  tears  of  Manasseh  accepted. — Bp.  Hall. 

Brought  him  again  to  Jerusalem.  It  ap¬ 
pears  that  Esarhaddon  himself  released  him, 
for  the  name  of  Manasseh  is  formed  in  the 
inscriptions  as  one  of  the  tributaries  of  Esar¬ 
haddon. 

Undoubtedly  he  was  released  only  upon 
engaging  to  pay  a  heavy  tribute,  and  per¬ 
haps  a  heavy  ransom  in  addition. 

How  long  Manasseh  was  a  captive,  does 
not  appear  ;  but  probably  his  captivity  was 
of  some  duration.  During  his  absence 
from  the  kingdom,  tire  government  seems 
to  have  been  in  the  hand,  of  a  regency,  of 
which  the  head  was  Eliakim,  the  son  of 
Hilkiah,  the  master  of  the  king's  house¬ 
hold,  the  successor  in  that  office  of  Shebna, 
who  shared  the  captivity  of  Manasseh,  and 
died  in  it  :  see  Isa.  xxii.  15-24. — Todd. 

Then  he  knew.  Ilis  captivity  and  his 
prayer  made  him  know  that  Jehovah  was 
the  true  God.  Blessed  affliction  that  leads 
us  home  to  our  Father. 
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14.  After  this.  That  is,  after  his  return 
to  Jerusalem. 

Taught  by  his  misfortunes,  Manasseh 
made  it  his  care  on  his  restoration  to  his 
throne,  first  to  strenghten  the  defences  of 
his  capital,  which  had  probably  been  much 
injured  in  the  Assyrian  attack,  and  then  to 
repudiate  the  idolatry  which  had  been  the 
cause  of  his  trouble. — Todd. 

A  wall.  That  is,  an  outer  wall.  Ileze- 
kiah  is  said  to  have  built  such  a  wall  (chap, 
xxxii.  5).  This  may  have  been  the  same 
wall,  the  meaning  being  that  Manasseh  en¬ 
larged  and  extended  it ;  or  it  may  have  sur¬ 
rounded  another  part  of  the  city  ;  or  it  may 
have  been  a  third  wall. 

The  wall  intended  seems  to  have  been 
that  towards  the  north-east,  which  ran  from 
the  vicinity  of  the  modern  Damascus  gate 
across  the  valley  of  Gallon,  to  the  “fish- 
gate”  at  the  north-east  corner  of  the  “city 
of  David.”  The  captains  who  took  Manas¬ 
seh  prisoner  had  probably  destroyed  or 
greatly  damaged  this  part  of  the  fortifica¬ 
tions. — Cook. 

The  fish  gate.  This  gate  seems  to  have 
been  near  the  north-east  corner  of  the  city. 

Since  the  city  of  David  occupied  the 
south-west  corner  of  the  city,  the  language 
here  seems  to  describe  a  wall  starting  west¬ 
ward  from  the  south-west  corner,  then  turn¬ 
ing  to  the  north,  and  passing  around  the 
whole  west  side  of  the  city,  to  its  northern, 
or  rather  north-eastern  corner.  This  west¬ 
ern  side  of  the  city  was  just  the  side  that 
needed  most  to  be  fortified,  and  that  would 
suffer  most  in  an  assault ;  for  the  valley  on 
the  west  side  of  the  city  was  not  nearly  so 
deep  as  that  on  the  east  side,  and  therefore 
the  city  was  more  assailable  on  that  side  ; 
and  again,  the  Assyrians  always  followed 
the  coast  down,  and  then  came  up  from  the 
south-west,  and  so  made  their  attacks  on 
the  west  side. 

Compassed  about  Ophel.  Ophel — proba¬ 
bly  was  the  hill  or  ridge  lying  on  the  east  of 
Mount  Zion  and  south  of  the  temple  area — 
had  been  fortified  by  Jotham  (cli.  xxvii). 
It  does  not  mean  that  a  special  wall  was 
built  around  Ophel,  but  that  the  one  just 
mentioned  was  continued  around  Ophel. 

A  very  great  height.  The  walls  of  the 
city  at  this  south-east  corner  were  tremen¬ 
dous.  Josephus,  describing  the  city  in  his 


day,  tells  us  that  the  central  porch  of  Her¬ 
od’s  temple  was  500  cubits,  or  about  750 
feet,  above  the  valley  of  Jehoshaphat  ;  and 
that  if  one  looked  down  from  the  top  of  this 
battlement,  “he  would  be  giddy,  while  his 
sight  could  not  reach  to  such  an  immense 
depth”  (compare  Matt.  iv.  5). 

Recent  researches  have  found  the  wall  of 
the  temple  area  at  a  depth  of  eighty  feet  be¬ 
neath  the  present  surface  of  the  ground. 

The  hills  on  which  Jerusalem  is  built 
were  much  steeper  and  higher,  relatively,  in 
former  times  than  they  are  now,  for  the 
valleys  have  become  filled  up. 

Put  captains  of  war.  That  is,  he  estab¬ 
lished  garrisons,  officers  with  their  troops, 
in  all  the  fortified  towns. 

Fenced  cities  ;  i.  e.,  possessing  walls  and 
towers.  The  fortifications  of  the  cities  of 
Palestine  consisted  of  one  or  more  walls 
crowned  with  battlemeuted  parapets,  having 
towers  at  regular  intervals,  on  which  in 
later  times  engines  of  war  were  placed,  and 
watch  was  kept  by  day  and  night  in  time 
of  war. — Smith. 

15.  Strange.  That  is.  foreign.  '‘Strange 
gods”  were  the  gods  worshipped  by  foreign 
nations. 

He  had  profaned  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
but  had  not  shut  the  doors  as  Aliaz  did  ; 
therefore  he  is  said  only  to  have  purged  it 
from  idols,  and  not  to  have  opened  it. — 
Bishop  Patrick. 

The  idol.  A  comparison  of  ver.  7  with  2 
Kings  xxi.  7,  shows  that  this  idol  was  one 
of  the  images  called  “groves.”  See  Lesson 
II.  vers.  3,  5. 

The  mount.  The  temple  was  built  on  the 
eastern  of  the  two  ridges  occupied  by  the 
city,  called  Mount  Moriah  ;  hence  the  ex¬ 
pression  “the  mount  of  the  house  of  the 
Lord”  (compare  Isa.  ii.  2). 

The  temple  stood  on  Mount  Moriah  ;  and 
these  altars  stood  in  the  inner  and  outer 
courts  of  the  temple,  and  not  in  the  temple 
itself.  See  2  Kings  xxi.  5.  Manasseh’ s  re¬ 
pentance  did  not  cause  him  to  destroy  these 
altars,  but  only  to  “cast  them  out  of  the 
city  thus  it  was  easy  for  them  to  be  re¬ 
stored  to  their  former  places,  which  must 
have  been  done.  See  2  Kings  xxiii.  12. 

Jerusalem.  That  is,  the  city  proper,  as 
distinguished  from  the  temple  precincts  on 
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the  south-east,  and  the  city  of  David,  or 
Zion,  on  the  south-west. 

In  the  gardens  and  on  the  flat  roofs  of  the 
houses  were  built  brick  altars,  from  which 
little  clouds  of  incense  were  perpetually  as¬ 
cending. 

The  name  of  Moloch  became  a  common 
oath.  There  was  a  succession  of  small  fur¬ 
naces  in  the  streets,  for  which  the  children 
gathered  w  tod,  and  in  which  their  parents 
baked  cakes  as  offerings  to  A  starte. -Stanley 

Cant  them  out  of  the  city.  It  is  not  said 
that  he  destroyed  them  :  and  it  appears  that 
before  long  they  w7ere  all  restored :  see  2 
Kings  xxiii.  4-6. 

16.  Repaired  the  altar.  That  is,  the  great 
brazen  altar  of  burnt  offering.  See  Lesson 
III.  ver.  8,  note.  This  altar  had  been  re¬ 
paired  also  by  Asa  (2  Chron.  xv.  8). 

Peace  offerings  and  thank  offerings.  The 
peace  offering  was  a  victim,  either  a  bullock, 
a  lamb,  or  a  goat  (Lev.  iii.  1,  6,  12),  to¬ 
gether  with  various  kinds  of  bread  prepared 
with  oil  Lev.  vii.  12,  13). 


Peace  offering  was  the  general  term,  in¬ 
cluding  thank  offerings,  offerings  made  in 
accomplishment  of  vows,  and  voluntary  or 
free-will  offerings  (Lev.  vii.  11.  12,  16). 

The  only  difference  between  them  was, 
that  offerings  made  in  thanksgiving  were 
required  to  be  eaten  on  the  same  day  that 
they  were  offered,  with  nothing  left  till  the 
morrow  ;  while  the  remains  of  votive  or  free 
will  offerings  could  be  eaten  on  the  second 
day,  but  must  be  burned  up  on  the  third 
(Lev.  vii.  15-17). 

Commanded  Judah  to  serve  the  Lord.  We 
learn  from  ver.  17,  that  the  high  places 
were  not  taken  away ;  but  they  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  worship  of  Jehovah  only. 

Hezekiali  had  abolished  them  (chap,  xxxi 
1 ),  but  Manasseh  in  the  beginning  of  his 
reign  had  restored  them  (ver.  3),  and  now 
he  found  it  impossible  to  undo  his  own 
work.  The  high  places  were  dear  to  the 
people  from  habit  and  association,  and  be¬ 
cause  of  their  convenience.— Todd. 


PRACTICAL  REFLECTIONS, 


For  the  reformation  of  men  God  does  not 
always  use  his  word  and  law,  but  all  sorts 
of  plagues  ;  these  are  sometimes  liis  chap¬ 
lain's  Lev.  xxv.  14,  40. — Starke. 

Even  for  the  greatest  of  sinners  there  is 
mercy,  if  he  will  repent ;  no  sinner  should 
therefore  despair  of  the  mercy  of  God. — 
Starke. 

True  repentance  will  be  followed  by  new 
obedience .  — Starke. 

Though  Manasseh  repented,  his  son  fol¬ 


lowed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father  in  his 
wickedness,  but  not  in  his  righteousness. 
Children  will  imitate  their  fathers  in  their 
views,  seldom  in  their  repentauce. — Spur¬ 
geon’. 

Let  not  great  sinners  despair  when  Ma¬ 
nasseh  himself  on  his  repentance  found 
favor  with  God. — Henry. 

But  let  them  remember  that  they  can 
never  be  as  good  or  as  useful  as  they  would 
have  been  had  they  begun  earlier-PELOUBET 


QUESTIONS, 


9.  Who  was  Manasseh  ? 

Into  what  sins  did  he  he  lead  Judah  ? 
2  Kings  xxi.  2-7, 

How  did  they  compare  with  the 
heathen  ? 

How  was  this  possible  ?  Math,  xii,  43-45. 
IP.  What  did  God  do  to  reclaim  them  ? 

What  is  said  of  those  who  will  not 
hearken  to  Godfs  ser  vants  ?  Prov. 
i,  24-31. 

11.  By  what  means  was  he  punished  ? 

To  what  place  was  he  taken  ? 

What  is  God’s  object  in  punishment? 
Deut.  viii.  2  ;  Heb.  xii,  6-10. 

12.  What  effect  had  affliction  on  him  ? 

13.  What  evidence  did  he  give  of  repen¬ 

tance  ? 


What  answer  did  he  get  to  his  prayer  ? 
What  had  he  learned  now  ? 

14,  What  was  his  first  measure  for  strength¬ 

ening  his  kingdom. 

How  high  were  some  of  the  walls  ? 

15,  What  was  his  second  measure? 

Which  measure  was  the  more  impor¬ 
tant  ? 

What  became  of  these  idols  ?  Cln  xxxiih 

22. 

16,  What  was  his  third  measure  ? 

What  are  peace  offerings  ?  Lev.  vii, 
15,  16,- 

What  was  the  general  character  of 
Manasseh  ? 
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LESSON  XIII.— MAR.  31.— FIRST  QUARTERLY  REVIEW. 

GOLDEN  TEXT. — When  they  in  their  trouble  did  turn  unto  the  Lord  God  of  Is¬ 
rael  and  sought  him,  he  was  found  of  them.  2  Citron,  xv.  4. 

CENTRAL  TRUTH. — The  Lord  punishes  the  perverse,  but  forgives  the  penitent. 


TIME. — About  333  years  (975  B.  C.  to  G42 
B.  C.)  From  the  division  of  the  kingdom 
to  the  end  of  Manasseh’s  reign. 

EULERS. — 14  (13  kings,  1  queen)  ;  7  did 
right  and  7  did  evil  “in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord."’  Of  the  good  kings,  (5  reigned 
over  25  years ;  only  one  of  the  wicked 
kings  had  as  long  a  reign,  and  4  of  their 
reigns  reached  a  total  of  only  16  years,  or 
an  average  of  only  4  years  each  ;  10  of 
these  14  rulers  died  a  natural  death,  and 
4  died  in  battle  or  by  violence. 

“ISRAEL'’  (as  the  northern  kingdom  was 
called  after  the  division)  had  19  kings 
during  this  period.  Of  these  19  rulers, 
at  least  8  died  violent  deaths,  and  not  one 
of  the  19  appears  to  have  walked  4  ‘in  the 
law  of  the  Lord.”  In  the  reign  of  Heze- 
kiah,  king  of  Judah,  “Israel”  was  at¬ 
tacked  by  Shalmanezer,  king  of  Assyria, 
and  in  the  5th  year  of  Ilezekiah’s  reign 
and  the  9th  of  Hosliea,  king  of  “Israel,” 
Shalmanezer,  or  Sargon,  the  successor, 
took  Samaria  (capital  of  “Israel”),  after 
a  three  years’  siege,  and  carried  the  nation 
into  a  captivity  from  which  it  never  re¬ 
turned  ;  hence  they  are  sometimes  spoken 
of  as  “the  lost  tribes.  ”  The  colonists  af¬ 
terward  peopling  the  territory  of  “Israel,” 
or  this  northern  kingdom,  were  called 
Samaritans,  and  of  their  character  it  is 
said  “they  feared  Jehovah  and  served 
their  own  gods.”  2  Kings  xvii.  33,  41. 
They  tried  to  serve  the  true  God  and  wor¬ 
ship  idols  also.  See  also  John  iv.  19-23. 

PLANS  FOR  REYIEYY. — Reviewing  is  not 
simply  going  over  the  lessons  rather  more 
hastily,  but  in  the  same  manner  as  at  first. 
The  grain  that  has  been  well  cut  and 
bound  into  sheaves  dees  not  need  to  be 
cut  and  bound  again.  But  the  sheaves 
may  need  to  be  gathered  into  shocks  of 
10,  20,  or  50  sheaves,  so  that  it  can  be 
quickly  seen  how  much  the  field  has  pro¬ 
duced,  and  that  the  grain  may  be  protec¬ 
ted  in  storms.  So  the  review  goes  over 
the  lessons  to  gather  the  knowledge  al¬ 


ready  reaped,  and  bring  it  into  bundles 
for  better  storing  away  in  the  mind’s  gar¬ 
ner  for  future  use.  An  orderly  plan  of 
review  is,  therefore,  of  importance. 

GOD  TEACHING  JUDAH 

(1.)  BY  MERCIES,  i.  vii. 

(2.)  BY  JUDGMENTS,  viii.  xii. 


I.  INTRODUCTORY  QUESTIONS. 

The  Time  covered  by  this  history?  The 
number  of  rulers  of  Judah  during  this 
period?  How  many  kings?  The  name  of 
the  one  queen?  The  great  event  with 
which  this  period  begins  ?  Cause  of  the 
division  ? 

The  country  ruled  over  by  Judah — how 
large  ?  Its  capital  ?  Its  situation  ?  The 
chief  towns  in  Judah  ? 

II.  LESSON  QUESTIONS. 

IIow  did  God  teach  Judah  ? — 

(1.)  BY  MERCIES. — What  king  attacked 
Relioboam  ?  Why?  What  prophet  gave 
Rehoboam  the  cause  ofthe  attack  ?  Why 
did  God  spare  Rehoboam  ? 

Asa’s  character?  His  efforts  to  remove 
idolatry  ?  By  whom  was  he  attacked  ? 
How  delivered  ? 

The  Covenant,  why  renewed  ?  At  what 
place  ?  By  what  offerings  ?  To  whom  ? 
What  mercy  was  granted  to  Judah  ? 

Jehoshaphat,  prosperity,  why  given? 
By  whom?  His  efforts  to  remove  idola¬ 
try  ?  To  spread  a  knowledge  of  God  ? 

Jehoshaphat  reproved,  for  what?  By 
whom  ?  His  efforts  at  reform  ?  Who 
were  appointed  to  aid  in  reforming  the 
people  ?  The  instructions  given  them  ? 

Jehoshaphat  helped,  by  whom?  Against 
whom?  When  ?  The  speech  of  Jehosh- 
phat  to  bis  army  ?  YYho  went  before  the 
army  ?  The  manner  and  result  of  the 
battle  ? 

Joash  repairing,  whose  house  ?  How  was 
the  money  to  be  raised  therefor  ?  The 
amount  of  money  gathered  ?  The  feeling 
of  the  people  in  giving  ? 

(2.)  BY  JUDGMENTS. — Uzziah’s  pride 
punished,  where?  For  what?  How? 
By  whom  was  he  withstood  ?  His  temper 
under  the  reproof  ?  How  long  a  leper  ? 

Ahaz’s  persistent  wickedness,  against 
whom?  How  punished?  By  what  kings? 
How  “ruined”?  His  greater  sins? 

Hezekiah’s  good  reign,  by  what  judg¬ 
ments  prompted  ?  How  does  he  describe 
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those  judgments?  His  orders  to  avert 
them  ?  To  restore  true  worship  ? 

Hezekiah  and  the  Assyrians,  the  cause 
of  their  strife  ?  The  aim  of  the  Assyr¬ 
ians  ?  How  known  to  Hezekiah  ?  The 
added  threat  ?  The  character  of  the  let¬ 
ters  sent  ?  To  whom  did  lie  carry  them 


all  ?  The  judgment  on  the  Assyrians  ? 

Manasseh  brought  to  repentance,  by 
what  judgment  ?  The  effect  of  the  judg¬ 
ment  on  him?  The  answer  of  the  Lord  ? 
The  efforts  Manasseh  made  to  restore 
God’s  worship  ?  How  God  teaches  us  by 
this  history  ? — Scholar’s  Hand-book. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


KINGS  OF  JUDAH  AND  ISRAEL. 


Before  Christ. 

Kings 

of 

Judah. 

I>.  C.  975—588. 

Year  of  his  reign. 

Length  of  reign. 

Kings 

OF 

Israel. 

B.  C. 975-721. 

-S1 

s 

<4j 

.§> 

"Ss 

Sj 

975 

Rehoboam . 

17 

Jeroboam . 

22 

957 

Abijah . 

3 

U  . 

18th 

955 

41 

4» 

20  th 

953 

2  d 

Nad  ah . 

o 

952 

44 

3  d 

24 

930 

44 

2Gth 

Elah . . 

o 

929 

Zimri,  Tibni.... 

925 

44 

31 4t 

12 

918 

44 

‘38th 

92 

914 

Jehoshapfcat... 

25 

44 

4  th 

897 

U 

17  th 

Ahaziah . 

2 

896 

4‘ 

1  ith 

Jehoram . 

12 

892 

Jehoram,  with 

liis  father..... 

3 

11 

889 

Jehoram. alone 

5 

u 

1 

44 

11  tk 

884 

28 

40 

1th 

855 

23  d 

J  ehoahaz . 

.17 

840 

44 

ZWi 

16 

839 

29 

2d 

824 

15th 

Jeroboam  II... 

52 

810 

Uzziah . 

52 

“ 

15  th 

772 

44 

3  8th 

6  m 

772 

44 

39  th 

1  m 

772 

44 

39  th 

Menahem . 

10 

44 

•> 

760 

« 

52  d 

Pekah . 

20 

2d 

742:  Ahaz . 

lo 

nti> 

730 

12 Ih 

Hoshea . 

3d 

9 

720 

29 

721 

6th 

Isr’I  dispersed 

6th 

698IManasseh _ 

55 

*>43l  Amon . 

2 

64ljJosIah . . 

31 

6101  Jehoahaz . . 

3  m 

610 

Jehoiaklm . 

H 

599 

.Tehoiachin . 

3  re 

599 

Zedekiah . 

11 

■588  Jerusalem  tie- 

1  strayed . 

DAILY  READINGS. 


FIRST  week. 

M.  2  Chron.  28:  19-25.  The  sin  of  Ahaz. 
Tu.  Isa.  1 :  1-15.  Rebuke  for  sin. 

W.  Isa.  1:  16—21.  Renunciation  of  sin. 
Th.  Psa.  51 :  1-19.  Confession  of  sin. 

F.  Rom.  6  :  12-23.  The  wages  of  sin. 

S.  John.  8:  28-39.  The  service  of  sin. 

S’  Heb.  10:  1-22.  The  remedy  for  sin. 


SECOND  WEEK. 

M.  2  Chron.  29  :  1-11.  The  Levites  called. 

Tu,  2  Ch.  29:  12-23.  The  temple  .cleansed. 

W.  2  Ch.  29;  24-36.  The  temple  consecrated. 
Th.  2  Ch.  30:  1-12.  The  passover  proclaimed. 
F.  2  Ch.  30:  13-27.  The  passover  celebrated. 
S.  2  Ch.  31  :  1-10.  The  idols  destroyed. 

S.  2  Ch.  31 :  10-21.  The  offering  renewed. 

THIRD  WEEK. 

M.  2.  Ch.  32  :  9-21.  Hezekiah  &  the  Assyrians. 
Tu.  2  Kings.  18  ;  13-25.  The  message  of  Assyria. 
IV.  2  Kings  18  :  26-37.  The  report  to  Hezekiah. 
Th.  2  Kings  19  :  1-19.  The  prayer  to  the  Lord. 
F.  2  Kings  19  :  20-37.  The  word  of  the  prophet. 
S.  3Kings20:  1-11.  The  miraculous  healing. 
S.  2  Ki.  20  : 12-21.  The  embassy  from  Babylon 

FOURTH  WEEK. 

M.  2Ch. 33:9-16.  The  repentance  of  Manasseh. 
Tu.  Judg.  10:  6-18.  The  repentance  of  Israel. 
W.  2  Sam.  24 : 10-17.  The  repentance  of  David. 
Th.  .Jonah  3  : 1-10.  The  repentance  of  Nineveh 
F.  Matt.  27  :  3-10.  The  repentance  of  Judas. 

S.  Matt.  26.  69-77.  The  repentance  of  Peter. 
c  „ _  ,  ,  .  t  The  repentance  of  the 
f  Corinthians. 

FIFTH  WEEK. 

M.  2  Ch.  12:  1-12.  The  reign  of  Rehoboam. 
Tu.  2  Chron.  14:  1-11.  The  reign  of  Asa. 

W.  2  Ch.  17:  1-10.  The  reign  of  Jehoshaphat, 
Th.  2  Chron.  24:  4-13.  The  reign  of  Jo  ash. 
F.  2  Ch.  26  :  If— 23.  j  f  The  reign  of  Uzziah 
28  :  19-27.  I  I  and  Ahaz. 

S.  2  Ch.  29:  1—11.  The  reign  of  Hezekiah, 

S.  2  Ch.  33  :  9-16.  The  reign  of  Manasseh. 


Do  not  Despair. — The  temptation  is 
great  to  give  up  that  hoy ,  or  even  “  such  a 
girl !”  but  do  not  yield  to  the  tempter  :  try 
again  and  again,  with  prayer  to  God  for  help. 
Remember  how  perverse  we  all  are  by  na¬ 
ture,  and  liow  often  our  Heavenly  Father 
calls  without  receiving  a  filial  or  even  a  civil 
answer  from  our  unsubdued  hearts.  Love 
is  a  mighty  power.  Let  love  rule,  and  the 
work  will  yet  be  accomplished.  It  may  be 
that  the  apostolic  exhortation,  ‘  ‘Let  patience 
have  her  perfect  work,”  may  have  to  be  re¬ 
peated  to  the  heart  now  and  then.  So  be  it. 
Only  this  :  do  not  despair — work  and  wait. — - 
Sunday  Morning. 
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EDITOR’S 

ME  ATLANTA  CONVENTION. 

The  committee  on  delegations  to  the  At¬ 
lanta  Convention  issues  the  following  state¬ 
ment  : 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee,  held 
in  New  York.  October  4, 1S77,  the  undersigned  were 
appointed  a.  Committee  on  Delegations  ts  the  above 
named  Convention.  Information  concerning  the 
subject  in  hand  is  therefore  given  as  follows  : 

l.  The  Convention  will  be  strictly  adelegated  body. 

j.  Each  state  or  territory  is  entitled  to  send  a  del¬ 
egation  equal  to  double  its  representation  in  the  Sen¬ 
ate  and  Congress  of  the  United  States.  Canadian 
representatives  in  the  same  ratio. 

3.  Members  of  the  Executive  Committee  are  ex- 
officio  members  oi  the  Convention,  and  therefore, 
need  not  receive  appointment  from  the  states  in 
which  they  severally  dwell. 

4.  Where  state,  or  provincial  associations  (Union) 
exist,  they  are  entitled  to  appoint  the  delegates  from 
their  own  fields,  and  to  issue  certificates  oi'  appoint¬ 
ment  to  the  same. 

5.  Where  no  such  organizations  exist,  applications 
for  appointment,  or  nominations  of  suitable  parties, 
should  be  made  as  follows  : 

For  Canada,  the  New  England  States,  and  New 
York,  to  the  Kev.  Henry  M.  Parsons,  151  Chippewa 
Street,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

For  the  Middle,  Western  and  Pacific  States,  to 
the  Kev,  Gfeorge  A.  Peltz,  .Jamestown,  N.  Y. 

For  the  Southern  and  Southwestern  States,  to  the 
Kev.  T.  C.  Boykin,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

6.  Representatives  of  benevolent  societies,  or  of  de¬ 
nominations,  cannot  be  received  as  such. 

7.  Duly  accredited  delegates  are  assured  ofa  hearty 
welcome  to  the  homes  oi  Atlanta,  if  by  April  1  they 
forward  notice  of  their  appointment  to  W.  S. 
Whidby,  Esq.,  Atlanta,  Ga, 

8.  A  representative  of  the  committee  on  delega¬ 
tions  will  be  in  constant  attendance  at  Atlanta,  to 
fill  existing  vacancies  not  otherwise  provided  for  ;  to 
issue  tickets  entitling  delegates  to  reserved  seats  and 
other  privileges  :  and  to  meet  such  other  demands 
within  its  province  as  may  arise. 

9.  Full  delegations  from  all  parts  of  the  field  are 
earnestly  desired,  as  matters  ol  vital  interest  to  Sun¬ 
day-school  work  will  come  before  the  Convention. 

George  A.  Fkitz,  Jamestown,  N.  Y. 

Henry  M.  Parsons,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

T.  C.  Boykin,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Com.  on  Delegations. 

-  -0-0 - 

The  Nursery. — Parents  who  are  at  any 
toss  for  any  means  to  amuse  their  little 
ones,  will  not  go  amiss  in  carrying  home  a 
copy  of  The  Nursery.  The  pictures,  stories, 
and  verses  are  all  of  a  quality  that  the 
young  folks  will  appreciate.  The  Nursery 
was  established  in  1867.  Since  that  time 
many  children’s  magazines  have  been  star¬ 
ted,  anil  after  flourishing  for  a  brief  period, 
have  closed  their  career  and  disappeared. 
But  The  Nursery  still  lives,  and  is  as 
vigorous  and  fall  of  life  and  animation  as 
ever.  The  secret  of  its  success  is  an  open 
one,  and  is  found  in  its  uniform  excellence, 
in  its  recognition  and  appreciation  of  the 
wants  of  “our  youngest  readers,’’  and  in 
the  judicious  manner  in  which  those  wants 
are  catered  for.  Its  contributors,  whether 
in  prose  or  rhyme,  are  evidently  acquainted 
with  children,  and  understand  not  only  what 
is  pleasing  to  them,  but  what  is  suitable  for 
them.  The  stories  are  simple  and  enter¬ 
taining,  and  are  pervaded  with  a  healthy 
human  interest,  which  absorbs  the  young 
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reader  and  inculcates  the  moral,  without  fitt¬ 
ing  the  mind  with  sickly  sentimentalism. 
The  stories  in  verse  are  also  delightful  to 
the  children,  who  never  tire  of  the  “jing¬ 
ling  rhyme.”  The  pictures,  too,  are  numer¬ 
ous  and  appropriate,  as  well  as  excellent  in 
an  artistic  sense,  and  greatly  heighten  the 
enjoyment  of  the  stories  by  the  children. 
In  short,  the  secret  of  the  success  of  The 
Nursery  is  found  between  its  covers  every 
month. — Boston  Daily  Advertiser, 

- -  <»•«» - 

Springer’s  Transfer  Designs  for  the 
Blackboard, — We  are  under  obligation  to 
L,  Prang  &  Co.,  of  Boston.  Mass.,  for  sam¬ 
ples  of  Springer’s  Transfer  Outlines  for  the 
Blackboard,  They  consist  of  outlines 
pricked  in  sheets  of  paper,  each  sheet  form¬ 
ing  a  stencil  of  the  pictures  to  be  produced, 
and  the  pictures  are  illustrations  of  the  in¬ 
ternational  lessons,  studied  in  the  Sunday- 
schools, 

In  connection  with  these  samples,  we 
have  also  received  a  copy  of  a  manual  for 
blackboard  drawing,  prepared  by  the  dis¬ 
tinguished  artist  in  this  line,  Mr.  Frank 
Beard.  This  manual  contains  special  di¬ 
rections  for  the  use  of  the  blackboard  in 
conveying  instruction. 

The  principal  reason  why  the  blackboard 
has  not  been  more  extensively  used  in  Sun¬ 
day-schools,  is  that  few  schools  can  afford 
an  artist  sufficiently  skillful  to  make  these 
exercises,  interesting  or  instructive.  This 
invention,  however,  obviates  the  difficulty, 
for  by  the  use  of  these  sheets  almost  any 
one  will  be  able  to  draw  a  good  picture  on 
a  blackboard. 

The  cost  is,  also,  so  low  that  it  is  placed 
within  the  reach  of  every  school.  Five  dol¬ 
lars  will  secure  the  whole  apparatus,  black¬ 
board  and  all,  sent  by  mail.  Address  L. 
Prang  &  Co,,  Boston,  Mass. 

THE  INTERNATIONAL  COMMENTS- 

This  is  the  name  of  the  Lesson  Leaf  to 
the  Teachers’  Journal. 

It  differs  from  all  other  Lesson  Leaves 
now  in  use  by  its  Explanatory  Notes,  The 
usual  Lesson  Leaf  has  nothing  but  the 
Scripture  Lesson  and  the  questions  f  conse¬ 
quently  the  scholars  in  our  Sabbath-schools 
have  no  helps  in  studying  the  lesson  or  ans¬ 
wering  the  questions,  while  the  teachers 
have  all  the  helps  in  the  form  of  commen¬ 
taries  and  expositions  of  the  lesson.  This 
is  not  fair,  and  ought  not  so  to  be. 

We  have  tried  to  remedy  this  defect  by 
publishing  a  larger  Lesson  Leaf — twice  the 
usual  size — which  contains  short  Explana¬ 
tory  Notes  on  every  verse  in  the  lesson. 
This  has  been  a  great  help  and  encourage¬ 
ment  to  the  children,  wherever  they  were 
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introduced,  and  they  prefer  them  greatly  to 
the  ordinary  Lesson  Leaf. 

Wherever  the  Teachers’  Journal  is  used 
in  a  school,  the  International  Comments 
should  also  he  used,  as  they  correspond  ex¬ 
actly  with  each  other  in  questions  and 
explanatory  notes. 

In  some  places  where  another  Lesson 
Leaf  is  used  in  the  school,  teachers  have 
supplied  their  own  classes  with  the  Inter¬ 
national  Comments. 

They  cost  at  the  rate  of  $12.00  per  hun¬ 
dred  by  the  year.  For  a  smaller  number, 
or  a  shorter  time,  in  the  same  proportion. 

Sample  copies  will  be  sent  to  any  persons 
who  desire  to  examine  them. 


DOLUR-AND-A-IULF  FOR  HI  CENTS. 

Stoctdart’s  Alusienl  Library, 

just  publishing,  12  pages,  full  siee,  best  and  most 
popular  music  lor  10  cents.  New  and  Popular  Sengs, 
Bance and  Instremantal  Music,  Operas.  Hymns,  etc.,  e  c.  For 
sale  by  all  news  dealers.  Postage  2  cents,  to  be 
sent  in  addition  to  above,  if  ordered  from  the 
publishers.  J.  M.  STODDART  &  CO.. 

3t  723  Chestnut  St,  Phila. 


LINCOLN'S  PATENT 

FEIN  GIN  &  MACHINE 


Invective  genius  seldom  favors  us  with  an  en¬ 
tirely  new  and  original  piece  of  mechanism  which 
operates  so  perfectly  as  to  leave  nothing  to  be  de¬ 
sired.  The  Fringing  Machine,  just  patented  in  this 
country  and  in  Europe,  is  the  first  and  only  inven¬ 
tion  ever  introduced  for  fringing  silks  and  all  kinds 
of  dress  goods  perfectly  for  all  kinds  of  trimmings. 
It  is  a  novelty  which  favorably  recommends  itself  to 
every  lady  who  does  her  own  dressmaking,  while  to 
dressmakers  and  milliners,  with  whom  time  is  liter¬ 
ally  money,  it  is  absolutely  indispensible.  This  tiny 
little 'affair,  weighing  only  two  pounds,  is  so  simple 
and  perfectly  constructed,  that  it  need  never  get  out 
of  order;  will  fringe  silk,  cashmere,  serge,  or  any 
material  whatever,  as  rapidly  and  neatly  as  a  sew¬ 
ing  machine  will  stitch.  It  is  perfect  fun 'to  turn  the 
little  crank,  and  roll  out  the  bands  of  cloth  which 
may  be  fringed  to  any  width  desired,  and  then  with 
a  few  stitches,  made  into  bewitching  trimmings  in 
rosette,  shell  or  other  forms,  or  gathered  into  thick, 
soft  ruches,  like  fur  or  moss  trimmings.  While 
fringes  in  one  form  or  another  are  always  fashiona¬ 
ble,  they  are  now  and  will  for  some  time  be  the 
favorite  trimmings.  Our  little  machine  will  save  its 
price  on  the  making  of  a  single  garment,  and  as  it 
will  endure  many  years  of  constant  use,  it  is  destined 
to  become  a  household  necessity. 

It  is  warranted  to  operate  perfectly.  Price,  $3.00. 
Will  be  mailed  to  any  address  on  receipt  of  price  as 
above.  Agents  Wanted.  Address 

M.  E.  HARTZ.LER, 

No.  9  E.  Main  St.,  York,  Pa. 


“SHINING-  STAE!” 

The  New  Monthly  for  Boys  and  Girls. 

8  PAGES,  24  COLUMNS. 

It  stands  pledged  to  sustain  morality  and  religion, 
and  will  scrupulously  guard  its  columns  in  their  in¬ 
terest.  It  will  wield  a  keen  sword  against  sin  of 
every  kind.  Our  aim  is  to  make  the  SHINING 
STAR  a  good,  readable,  useful  periodical,  and  we 
appeal  to  our  friends  to  aid  us  in  the  work  by  ad¬ 
vice,  suggestions,  contributions,  and  by  sending  us 
LARGE  LISTS  OF  SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

Remember  it  is  the  cheapest,  and  we  hope  to  make 
it  the  best  paper  of  its  kind  in  the  market. 

Only  25  Cents  r  Year. 

«S“NO  CHARGE  FOR  POSTAGE. “©ft 

Samples  sent  free  on  application. 

OUR  ART  PREMIUM. 

THE  ILLUSTRATED  LORD’S  PRAYER 

This  magnificent  work  of  art  is  handsomely  printed 
in  12  colors.  Each  petition  in  the  prayer  is  illus¬ 
trated  by  a  beautiful  and  appropriate  design.  It  i» 
one  of  the  finest  art  premiums  ever  offered. 

Size.  Retail  price. 


No.  1.  Illustrated  Lord’s  Prayer,  llx  4  in.  50  e. 

No.  2.  Illustrated  Lord’s  Prayer,  14x20  in.  $1.00 

Each  subscriber  to  the  SHINING  STAR  can  se¬ 
cure  one  of  these  premiums  at  a  trifling  cost. 
SHINING  STAR,  without  Premium  -  -  -  25  cts. 
do  do  No.  1  Lord’s  Prayer,  -  -  -40  cts. 

do  do  No.  2  Lord’s  Prayer,  -  -  50  cts. 


Address-  REV.  P-  W.  RAIDA  BAUGH. 

<lec-tf  -  Danville,  Penrfia. 


« j"  Snowflake,  Floral,  Carrier  Dove,  Oriental) 
Morning  Glory,  Eastlake,  Scotch,  etc. 
Cards,  no  two  alike,  with  name,  10  c.  Eagle1 
Card  Co.,  Northford,  Ct.  31 


SIXTY-SIX 

SPECIMEN  COPIES  OF  OUR  BEAUTIFUL 
OIL  (HROmS. 

We  will  send  sixty-six  copies  of  our  oil 
chromos  to  responsible  agents.  They  are  in 
14  to  18  different  oil  colors,  bringing  forth  in 
bold  relief  all  the  lights  and  shade  in  nature 
with  pleasing  effect.  Any  live  young  man  or 
woman  can  make  from  $50  to  $100  in  their 
own  town.  The  following  are  among  our 
specimens;  “  Esperance,”  “Asking  a  Bless¬ 
ing,”  “Blind  Man’s  Buff',”  “  Christ  Blessing 
Little  Children,”  “  Nature’s  Lessons,”  “Speak 
the  Truth,”  “Search  the  Scriptures,”  “God 
Bless  Our  Home,”  “ Praise  the  Lord,”  “The 
Lord  is  My  Shepherd,”  “  Blessings  Attend 
Thee,”  “Joy  be  With  Thee,”  “Peace  be  Witli 
You,”  “Be  Just  and  Fear  Not,”  “  Landscape 
Scenes,”  “  Faith,  Hope  and  Charity,”  Country 
Scenes,  &c.,  &c.  Enclose  25  cents  to  pay 
charges. 

STEIGELMAN  &  CO., 

4t  104  W.  6th  St.,  Cincinnati,  O. 


A  A  Flowered,  Diamond,  Watered,  Repp,  Dam- 
jTU  ask,  etc  ,  Cards,  no  tw-o  alike,  your  name 
neatly  printed  on  all,  only  10c.  Star  Co.,  North- 
ford  ,  Ct.  3t 


J  PENNSYLVANIA 


RAILROAD. 


SUMMER  TIME  TABLE. 


ORTHERN  CENTRAL  RAILWAY, 

SUMMER  TIME  TABLE. 


Nine  Trains  to  Philadelphia,  six  trains  to  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  eight  trains  to  New  York. 

On  and  after  June  25,1877,  the  Passenger  Trains 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  will  depart 
trom  Harrisburg  and  arrive  at  Philadelphia,  New 
York,  Pittsburgh  and  Erie,  as  follows  : 

EASTWARD. 

Philadelphia  Express  leaves  Harrisburg  daily 
(except  Monday)  at  2-50  a  m,  arrives  at  Philadel¬ 
phia  at  7  00  a  in',  and  New  Y ork  at  10  05  a  m. 

Fast  Fine  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  at  4'05  a  m.  ar¬ 
rives  at  Philadelphia  at  7'35  a  in,  and  Now  fork  at 
10-35  a  m. 

Dillerville  Accommodation,  connecting  for  Phila¬ 
delphia,  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  (except  Sunday) 
at  5-00  a  m,  arrivesat  Lancaster  at  9'05  a  id. 

Harrisburg  Express  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  (ex¬ 
cept  Sunday )  at  620  a  m,  arrives  at  Philadelphia 
at  10-30  a  in,  and  New  York  at  2  05  p  ra. 

Columbia  Accommodation  leaves  daily  (except 
Sunday)  at  7.35  a  in,  arrives  at  Philadelphia  at  12  - 
30  p  m,'  and  New  York  at  5-10  p  in. 

Pacific  Express  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  at  12-05  p 
m,  arrives  at  Philadelphia  at  3-45  p  m,  and  New 
York  at  6  45  p  in. 

Johnstown  Express  leaves  daily  (except  Sunday) 
at  P45  p  m,  arrives  at  Philadelphia  at  6  00  p  m,  and 
New  York  at  10-05  p  m. 

Day  Express  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  at  4-15  p  m, 
arrives  at  Philadelphia  at  7‘20  p  m,  and  New  York 
at  1015  pm. 

Harrisburg  Accommodation  leaves  Harrisburg 
daily  via  Columbia  (except  Sunday)  at  3  50  p  in, 
and  arrives  at  Philadelphia  at  9  00  p  in. 

Atlantic  Express  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  at 
1V05  p  m,  arrives  at  Philadelphia  at  3  00  a  in,  and 
New  York  at  6-45  a  m. 

WESTWARD. 

Cincinnati  Express  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  at 
12-55  a  m,  arrives  at  Altoona  at  4-45  a  in,  and  Pitts¬ 
burgh  at  8-30  a  m, 

Pacific  Express  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  at  4'20  a 
in,  arrives  at  Altoona  at  8'50  a  m,  for  breakfast,  and 
Pittsburgh  at  1-45  p  m. 

Way  Passenger  Train  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  at 
8'00  a  m,  arrives  at  Altoona  at  1-55  p  in  for  dinner, 
and  Pittsburgh  at  8-45  p  m. 

Mail  train  leaves  Harrisburg  dialy  except  Sun¬ 
day  at  1.30  p.  m„  arrives  at  Altoona  at  7.20  p.  in., 
fur  supper,  and  Pittsburg  at,  1.00  a.  m. 

Fast  Line  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  at  3  45  p  in,  ar¬ 
rives  at  Altoona  at  7  40  p  m,  tor  supper,  and  Pitts¬ 
burgh  at  11-45  p  m 

Mifflin  Accomodation  leaves  Harrisburg  daily 
(except  Sunday )  at  5  2  j  p  in,  and  arrivesat  Mifflin 
at  8-00  p  m. 

Pittsburgh  Express  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  (ex¬ 
cept  Sunday)  at  11-00  p  m,  arrives  at  Altoona  at 
3-20  a  in,  and  Pittsburg  at  8  10  a  in. 

Philadelpia  a  Eiie  R.  R.  Division. 

Mail  Train  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  (except  Sun¬ 
day )  at  4  25  a  m,  arriving  at  W  illiamsport  at  8  15  a 
m,  for  breakfast,  and  Erie  at  7  35  p  m. 

Limited  Mail  leaves  Harrisburg  daily  (except 
Sunday )  at  10  50  a  m,  arrives  ar,  Williamsport  at 
2  u0  p  ill.  Renovo  at  4  40  p  in  and  Kane  9-20  p  m. 

Lock  Haven  Accommodation  leaves  Harrisburg 
daily  (except  Sunday)  at  3-35  p  in,  arrives  at  Wil¬ 
liamsport  ai  7’25  p  m,  and  Jjock  Haven  at  8-40  p  m. 

FRANK  THOMSON,  L.  P.  FARMER 

General  Manager.  Gen’l  i  ass’ger  Agt. 


BUCKEYE  BELL  FOUNDRY. 

Established  in  1837. 

Superior  Bells  of  Copper  and  Tin,  mounted 
with  the  Best  Rotary  Hangings,  for  Churches. 
Schools,  Farms,  Factories,  Court-houses,  Fire 
Alarms,  Tower  Clocks,  etc.  Fully  Warranted. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  sent  Free. 
Vanl»c7EN  &  Tipt,  102  E.  2d  St.,  Cincinnati. 


Through  and  direct  route  to  Washington.  Balti¬ 
more,  Elmira,  Erie.  Buffalo,  Rochester 
and  Niagara  Falls. 


On  and  afer  Sunday.  May  13th.  1877,  trains  on 
the  Northern  Central  Railway  will  run  as  follows  : 

NORTHWARD. 

Mail  leave  Baltimore  daily  (except  Sunday)  at 

8- 30  a  m,  arrives  at  Harrisburg  dally  (except  Sun¬ 
day,  at  12  45  p  m. 

Fast  Line  leaves  Baltimore  daily  a1  11  50  a  m,  ar¬ 
rives  a '  Harrisburg  daily,  except  Sunday,  at  3-35 
p  m,  leaves  Williamsport  at  7  40  p  m,  leaves  Elmira 
at  10  05  a  m,  arrives  at  W a  kin’s  Glen  at  11-55  p  in. 

Harrisburg  Express  leaves  Baltimore  daily,  ex¬ 
cept  Sunday,  at  5'30  p  m,  arrives  at  Harrisburg  a  t 

9-  30  p  m . 

Cincinnati  Express  loaves  Baltimore  daily  at  9  10 
p  m,  arrives  at  Harrisburg  at  12  45  a  in. 

Erie  Mail  leaves  Harrisburg  daily,  except  Sun¬ 
day,  at  4-25  a  m,  leaves  Williamsport  at  8  40  a  m, 
leaves  Elmira  at  12  20  p  in,  arrives  at  Canandaigua 
at  3  25  p  in . 

SOUTHWARD. 

Son  hern  Express  leaves  Canandaigua  daily  ex¬ 
cept  Sunday,  at  6-55  p  m.  leaves  Elmira  at  9-30  p  in. 
leaves  Williamsport  at  12-35  a  m,  arrives  at  Harris¬ 
burg  daily,  except  Monday,  at  3'55  a  m,  arrives  at 
Baltimore  at  7-45  a  m. 

Fast.  Line  leaves  Canandaigua  daily,  except  Sun¬ 
day.  at  6  55  p  m,  leaves  Elmira  at  9  30  p  in,  leaves 
Williamsport  daily,  except  Monday,  at  12-35  a  m. 
lea  ves  Harrisburg  daily  at  4  20  a  in,  arrives  at  Hai¬ 
ti  in  >  re  daily  at  7  45  a  in. 

Washington  Express  leaves  Harrisburg  daily,  ex¬ 
cept  Sunday  at  6  40  a  in,  arrives  at  Baltimore  at 
10  40  a  m. 

Paci  tie  Express  leaves  W illiam  sport  daily,  except 
Sunday,  at  7‘65  a  m.  arrives  at  Harrisburg  daily  ex¬ 
cept  Sunday,  at  11  55  a  m. 

Mail  leaves  Harrisburg  daily,  except  Sunday,  at 
2  15  p  in,  arrives  at  Baltimore  at  6  30  p  m. 

Day  Express  leaves  Watkin’s  Glen  daily,  except 
Sunday,  at  8  00  a  ra,  leaves  Elmira  at  9  0  a,  in, 
leaves  Williamsport  at  12-2  pin.  leaves  Harrisburg 
daily  at  4  24  p  in,  arrives  at  Baltimore  daily  at  7  35 
p  in. 

All  trains  making  close  connection  at  Baltimore 
for  Washington  and  the  South 

For  further  information,  apply  at  the  Ticket  Of¬ 
fice  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Depot. 

FRANK  THOMSON. 

Geu’l  Manager. 


The  “Lutheran  Evangelist” 

1$  Published  Weekly  by  the 

EVANGELICAL  PRINTING  CO. 

Terms: — One  Dollar  and  Sixty-five  Cents  per 
year,  including  postage.  One  Dollar  for  6  months. 

To  Ministers  and  widows  of  Ministers  and  Theo¬ 
logical  Students  One  Dollar  and  Forty  Cents,  per 
annum.  A  liberal  discount  to  authorized  agents. 

The  Lutheran  Evangelist 

is  designed  to  meet  a  want  long  felt  in  the  Church 
for  a  cheap  Religious  Family  Paper. 

The  main  object  in  its  publication  is  to  assist  the 
Christian  worker  with  suggestions  in  regard  to 
Christian  work,  and  to  urge  and  encourage  all  to 
work  for  the  Master. 

Any  one  desiring  sample  copies  will  please  ad¬ 
dress  EVANGELICAL  PUBLISHING  COM¬ 
PANY,  B  k.llefoxt a i  xr,  Logan  County,  Ohio. 

Any  person  sending  names  of  subscribers  or 
money,  should  address  Rev.  W.  H.  Sixglky,  Bclle- 
fontaine,  Ohio. 

Send  Bank  Drafts  or  Post  Office  orders.  When 
this  is  not  convenient,  send  money  in  Registered 
Letters.  We  can  not  be  responsible  for  money  sent 
through  the  mail  when  the  letters  are  not  registered 


WITTENBERG  COLLEGE, 

SPRINGFIELD,  OHIO. 

For  a  thorouarh  course  of  Education  and  for 
beauty  and  healthfulness  of  location  this  Institu¬ 
tion  is  unsurpassed.  Thj  next  term  begins  on  the 
<Sth  day  of  September,  1878.  Ladies  are  admitted  as 
day  students,  and  boarding  and  rooms  have  been 
procured  for  them  in  pleasant  families  near  the 
College.  The  following  is  a  near  estimate  of  the 
necessary  expenses  of  each  student: 

Tuition,  $3 '  per  year:  Room  rent,  $9:  Fuel  and 
light,  $L2:  Hoarding,  from $1.75  to  $2.00  per  week. 
•Collegiate  year  to  weeks. 

For  Catalogue  or  further  particulars,  address 
Rev.  J.  Ik  KOLWEG.  It.  1)..  President, 
ju76-ly  Springfield,  Ohio. 


GLENN’S 
SULPHUR  SOAP. 


BEST  MUSIC  BOOKS  FOR  SCHOOLS  I 

We  call  special  attention  to  the  following  new 
and  popular  School  Song  Books,  which  are  being 
used  in  many  of  the  largest  ,  public  and  private 
schools  in  the'countrv. 

MERRY  VOICES, 

By  N.  Coe  Stewart,  (Sup't  of  Music  in  Cleveland 
Fiiblic  Schools).  For  Common  Schools,  Juvenile 
Classes,  etc.  An  admirable  collection  of  cheerful 
School  Songs  with  complete  Elementary  Depart¬ 
ment.  One  of  the  best  School  Song  Books  ever  jjub- 
lished.  Price.  50  cts.  $5.U0per  doz. 

SIEGING  SCHOOL  ECHO. 

By  OorStkwart  &  .T.  M.  North.  For  High  schools, 
and  extensively  used  in  our  Public  Schools.  75  cts. 
$7.50  per  doz. 

THE  CROWJf  KI\G. 

By  Stewart  and  North,  and  the  latest  work  of 
these  well-known  authors.  For  High  or  Grammar 
Schools  it  is  unsurpassed.  75  cts.  $7.50  per  doz. 

THE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL  TRIO, 

By  W.  F.  Heath.  Two  Numbers  or  Books.  Col¬ 
lections  of  THREE  PAET  SONGS,  with  the  third  part 
especially  arranged  for  BOYS’  VOICES.  Schools  will 
find  these  little  collections  very  attractive  and  use¬ 
ful.  No.  1—10  cts.  No.  2 — 30  cts. 

SCHOOL  CHIMES  'very  popular  collec¬ 
tion  of  School  Songs,  and  in  general  use.  50  cents. 
$3.tK)  per  doz. 

Descriptive  Catalogues  of  Music  and  Music  Books 
sent  free**„Send  stamp  for  specimen  copy  of  BRAIN- 
AED’S  MUSICAL  WORLD,  containing  $2.00  worth  of 
music.  The  best  Musical  Monthly,  $1.51  per  year 
with  pramium.  Agents  wanted, 

8.  BKAmKD’S  ISO’S S,  Pub’s,  Cleveland,  0. 


The  Most  Effective  External 
Remedy  Ever  Offered  10 
the  Public. 

Glenn’s  Sulphur  Soap  cure-,  wilt 
wondrous  rapidity  all  Local  Diseases  and 
Irritation  of  the  Skin,  remedies  and 
prevents  Rheumatism  and  Gout,  c- 
moves  Dandruff,  prevents  the  Hair  from 
Falling  Out  and  Turning  Gray,  and  is 
the  best  possible  protection  against 
diseases  communicated  by  contact. 

Complex  ion. vi.  defects  are  perma¬ 
nently  removed  by  its  use,  au  1  it 
exerts  a  most  BEAUTIFYING  INFLU 
ence  upo.i  the  face,  neck,  arms,  and, 
indeed,  upon  the  entire  cuticle,  which 
it  endows  with  remarkable  purity, 

FAIRNESS  and  SOFTNESS. 

This  INEXPENSIVE  and  CONVENIENT 
SPECIFIC  RENDERS  UNNECESSARY  THE 
OUTLAY  ATTENDING  Slllp'utl’  Hath  A. 

It  thoroughly  disinfects  contaminated 
clothing  and  linen. 

Fhysicians  advise  its  uso. 

Prices— 25  and  50  Cents  per  Cake : 
per  Box  (3  Cakes  l  60c.  and  SI.  20. 

N.  B. — By  purchasing  the  large  CAk.33  at  50 
cents,  you  get  triple  the  quantity. 

“HILL’S  HAIR  AND  WHISKER  DYE,” 
Black  or  Brown,  50  Cents. 

ULCrittenton,  Prop’r,  7  Sixth  Av.N.Y. 


iRosenmiller’s 

Catarrh  Powder, 

Is  a  certain  cure  for  Catarrh  in  any  form.  No  sneez¬ 
ing — Cubebs,  Camphor  or  Nitrate  of  Silver— per¬ 
fectly  harmless,  and  needs  but  a  trial  to  convince 
the  sufferer  of  its  efficacy.  Sent  by  mail  on  receipt 
of  price.  25  cents  per  box. 

A.  ROSENMILLER, 

ap!77-ly  No  13  Seventh  Ave,  New  York. 


Choice  Flower  and  Garden  Seeds, 


STRAWBERRIES,  PEACHES,  etc. 

New  Sorts  by  Mail. 

PJJ)ots  of  the  Fewest  and  finest  improved 
sorts,  carefully  packed  and  prepaid  by  mail. 
My  collection  of  Strawberries  took  the  first 
premium  for  the  best  Collection,  at  the  great 
show  of  the  Mass.  Horticultural  Society,  in 
Boston.  I  grow  over  100  varieties,  the  most 
complete  collection  in  the  country,  including 
all  the  new,  large  American  and  imported 
kinds.  Priced  descriptive  Catalogues,  gratis, 
by  mail,  also,  Bulbs,  Fruit  Trees,  Roses,  Ever¬ 
greens.  Choice  Flower,  Garden,  Tree, 
Evergreen,  Herb,  or  Fruit  Seeds,  25  pac¬ 
kets  of  either  for  $1.00,  by  mail. 


The  True  Cape  Cod  Cranberry, 
'^E^^"best  sort  for  Upland,  or  Lowland. 

■  or  Garden,  by  mail,  prepaid.  S1.00 
per  100,  S5.00  per  1,000.  Wholesale  Cata¬ 
logue  to  the  Trade.  Agents  Wanted. 


B.  M.  WATSON,  Old  Colony  Nur¬ 
series  and  Seed  Warehouse  Plymouth ,  Mass. 
Established  1842, 


* 

THE  SCHOLARS'  QUARTERLY.  Issued  every  three  rrrntTis,  trill  be  kept  up  to  a  higher 
standard  than  ever  for  1878.  While  the  editor  of  'i  lie  holiday  Kehoi.I  Times  has  a  dose  over¬ 
sight  of  all  that  is  done  in  The  Scholars’  Quarterly,  he  is  assisted  in  its  preparation  by  a  force 
of  skilled  workers,  including  members  of  five  denominations.  The  present  circulation  of 
The  Quarterly  is  180,000  copies.  This  proves  its  populariiv.  It  is  used  by  schools  of  all 
denominations  in  every  state  of  the  Union.  The  number  for  the  second  quarter  of  this  year 
(April,  May,  and  June)  will  contain  two  colored  maps,  either  one  of  which  alone  will  he 
worth  the  price  of  the  book.  IV dl  yon  not  try  The  Quarterly  in  your  class  for  asingle  quar¬ 
ter  ?  For  prices,  see  paragraph  below. 


WILL  YOU  JOIN  ? 

A  host  of  Sunday-school  teachers  have  begun  the  year  with  The 
Sunday  School  Times,  having  taken  advantage  of  the  special  three 
months’  rates  to  new  subscribers.  The  warm  words  of  commendation 
already  received  from  them  show  that  they  are  well  pleased  with  the 
beginning  they  have  made.  It  is  not  too  late  for  you  to  join  them. Will 
you  do  it  ?  The  plans  of  The  Times  announced  for  1878,  and  now 
in  progress,  include,  week  by  week.  Critical  Notes  on  the  Old  Testament 
Lessons,  by  Prof.  C.  H.  Toy  ;  on  the  New  Testament  Lessons,  by  Prof.  A 
C.  Kendrick.  Meditations  on  the  lessons  by  Prof  Austin  Phelps.  Illus¬ 
trative  Applications  by  the  editor,  II.  Clay  Trumbull.  A  Lesson  Framework, 
g'iving  the  outline  and  connections,  by  the  Rev.  George  A.  Peltz.  Notes 
for  Primary  Teachers,  by  Faith  Latimer.  Illustrations,  by  the  Rev.  W.  W. 
Newton.  Eclectic  Commentary,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Willard  M.  Rice,  and 
Blackboard  Outlines,  by  skilled  teachers.  Mr.  Charles  F.  Richardson,  so 
well  known  for  his  literary  work  on  The  Independent  and  elsewhere,  and 
Prof.  Isaac  H.  Hall,  recently  of  the  Syrian  Protestant  College  at  Beyrout, 
and  widely  known  as  a  learned  and  accurate  scholar  in  the  field  of  Biblical 
research,  will  give  their  constant  attention  to  the  varied  departments  of 
The  Times. 

HOW  TO  BEGIN.  — If  you  will  send  your  address  and  twenty-five 
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